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F WE could trace the influences that | 

first led us to buy articles that we are 
now using regularly, we would find that we | 
selected many of these because we saw them | 
advertised. inthe Times advertising columas { 
you will find many worth while suggestions. | 




















‘Tertius 
‘By Dorothy Brown Thompson : 
“I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you 
in the Lord.” — Romans 16: 22 
HOUGH he was scribe for greater men, 
Quiet his life, obscure his work — 
The zeal with which he drove his pen 
Was not the routine of a clerk. 


His carefulness with interest blent, 
Not grudging, as beneath a rod. 
And Paul, with such an instrument, 
Achieved a lasting work for God. 


Now younger, stranger companies 
Are still admonished by his word; 

And Tertius, down the centuries, 
Salutes us in the Lord! 


When Defeat 1s Victory 


Victory in God’s sight and victory in 
men’s sight may be two different things. 
Strained situations arise in this life as sud- 
denly as thunderclouds in summer, and 
only the grace of God can keep them from 
reaching the breaking point. At such a 


time the worldly man, by some clever, cut- 


ting remark, may apparently crush the 
Christian; and the Adversary will urge the 
Christian to try to outdo the other. But 
then it is that the man seeking “first the 
kingdom of God” will remember his Lord, 
and trust him, “who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again.” By saying ncthing, 
or by “a soft answer,” he can end the dis- 
pute, and the other man may think he has 
carried the day. And if the Christian feels 
a lingering sense of humiliation, what con- 
solation is there for him? There is a great 
deal. Like Enoch, he has “this testimony, 
that he pleased God,” which is infinitely 
better than pleasing himself; and he may 
rest upon Peter’s inspired word: “But if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take 
it patiently, this is acceptable with God.” 
As a peacemaker he is “blessed,” and his 
communion with God is unbroken. 


at 


The “Plenty” in Poverty 


Most of us would not choose poverty 
—so God sometimes chooses it for us. A 


‘life of “plenty” seems preferable to a life 


of poverty; yet we can have both A 
Christian mother writes to the Times about 


% 


some of her experiences when human re- 
sources’ have been very slim indeed but 
God’s resources inexhaustible: “We are ex- 
periencing God’s goodness and care so 
poignantly these days. Sometimes it’s been 
rather hard to know just which way to 
turn, but there’s always a gleam of light 
just ahead. Sometimes it seems the poor 
are more blessed than those’ who live in 
plenty, in that they experience a more deep 
and visible and wonderful sense of God’s 
care and providence.” God usually gives 
“the gleam of light” for the next step, 
if no more than that. But there may come 
times when there is, apparently, no light 
at all; and then we can hear God’s voice: 
“Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 
walketh in darkness, and hath no light? 
let him trust in the name of the Lord, and 
stay upon his God” (Isa. 50:10). God's 
own Word is light, and we always have 
that. And poverty may bring greater plenty 
than can come through what the world 
calls “plenty.” For “God is able to make 
all grace abound toward you; that ye, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work” (2 Cor. 
9:8). 


& 


The Lesson Paul Learned at Athens 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


N READING the eighteenth century 
| literature of English unbelief, or that 

of the later Unitarianism, one is often 
struck with the satisfaction that Paul’s 
Athenian utterance awakens in these cir- 
cles. This exquisite little piece of rhetori- 
cal address seems to them quite in their 
way of thinking. It teaches, they say, the 
Fatherhood of God by quoting the pagan 
poet’s phrase, “For we are also his off- 
spring.” It teaches the brotherhood of 
man: “God... hath made of one blood 
all nations of men.” It says much about 
the Creator and little about the Redeemer. 
The phrase, “For in him we live, and move, 
and have our being” is susceptible (mis- 
takenly) of pantheist interpretation, very 
satisfactory to those who think highly of 
the natural man. The whole sermon is 
courteous to the paganism addressed, and 
it is pointed out that the phrase “too super- 
stitious” should be translated “very re- 
ligious.” It preaches “Jesus,” but seems 
to intimate that one by groping can find 
God (Acts 17:27) without any mechanism 
of redemption. It is the address of a culti- 
.vated man to cultivated men with all the 
balance and mesure which goes with culture. 






Such is the Modernist view. 

Paul’s two letters to the Corinthians 
seem to have reminiscent notes, and one 
womlers whether these notes may not 
be explained on the hypothesis that Luke, 
who was with him, was at the time en- 


‘ gaged in writing the Book of Acts. The 


eighteenth verse of 2 Corinthians 8 seems 
to intimate that the Gospel of Luke was 
by this time written and in circulation 
“throughout all the churches.” What more 
likely than that Luke’s second work was 
in process of composition and that he was 
constantly conferring with Paul regarding 
the story of the early Church! At any 
rate, the references to Paul’s past experi- 
ences are there in the Corinthian letters. 
Second Corinthians recalls his experiences 
of persecution in Asia (that is, Ephesus) 
where “we were pressed out of measure, 
above strength, insomuch that we despaired 
even of life’ (1:8). First Corinthians 
goes back in like manner to the Athenian 
experience, There are various suggestions 
of this, 

Forty years ago there was found in 
Athens a tablet in honor of one who had 
had himsélf burned alive for some meri- 
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torious end, and it is thought that Paul 
may have seen this tablet in Athens and 
referred to it in his phrase, “Though I give 
my body to be burned, and have not 
charity.” 

More certain are the allusions in the 
first and second chapters of First Cor- 
inthians. Paul went directly from Athens 
to Corinth and at Athens, as he tells us, 
his message had a wholly different qual- 
ity. He renourices the wisdom of words; 
puts the disputers of this world, such as 
he had crossed swords with at Athens, in 
their right place; exalts the foolishness of 
preaching as against the wisdom of the 
Greeks. “And I, brethren, when I came 
to you, came not with excellency of speech 
or of wisdom, declaring unto you the tes- 
timony of God. For I determined not to 
know anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. . . . And my 
speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
that your faith should not stand in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God” 
(1 Cor, 2: 1-5). 

Here indeed was a right-about-face from 
Athens, and it is noteworthy that, while in 
Athens there was but a handful of con- 
verts, in Corinth his ministry was given 
“much people.” 

Paul at Athens had preached “Jesus, 
and the resurrection” (Acts 17:18). The 
name Jesus is rarely used after Pentecost 
save in combination with the _ titles, 
“Christ,” and “Lord.” Those who deny 
that Jesus is Christ and Lord commonly 
use the blessed name in a way that is 
repellant to the Christian consciousness. 
But when Paul was writing to the Cor- 
inthians concerning the resurrection he did 
not use this bare and human way of men- 
tioning Christ. It is Christ, Christ, Christ, 
—twelve times (1 Cor. 15: 12-23); then 
“Christ Jesus our Lord’; and finally 
“Thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
That was the right way to preach “Jesus 
and the resurrection.” 

At Athens they had called Paul a babbler 
and mocked at the resurrection. Paul casts 
their foolishness back into their teeth. 
“You ask, ‘How are the dead raised up?” 
“Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not 
quickened, except it die.” The Athenian 
Epicureans had heckled Paul and he quotes 
against them their own futile maxim, “Let 
us eat and drink; for to morrow we die.” 

The apostle quoted “certain also of your 
Own poets” in a way to flatter Athenian 
and human nature. The next time he 
quoted a pagan poet was to characterize 
men as “liars, evil beasts, slow bellies” 
(Titus 1:12), adding, “This witness is 
true.” 





Note by the Editor.—Let it be remembered 
that, if Paul came to see that he was mistaken 
in speaking as he did on Mars’ Hill at Athens, 
and that there was a far better way, “not 
with excellency of speech or of wisdom,” but 
the Gospel of “Jesus Christ, and him crucified” 
which he gave at Corinth, this does not affect 
the question of the divine and infallible in- 
spiration of the Scriptures. Paul was given 
infallibility by inspirygion of the Holy Spirit 
whenever he wrote anything that was to be 
a part of the Scriptures. But as a man, in 
his conversation and even in his preaching, he 
was not infallible; he made his mistakes, as 
did Peter and John and Moses; and the in- 
spired Scriptures record with infallible accur- 
acy just what these saints of God said and did 
even when they made mistakes. 
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Similar correspondences are discernible 
elsewhere. The historian Luke has said 
of the Athenians, they “spent their time in 
nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear 
some new thing.” Paul makes the same 
observation, “The Greeks seek after wis- 
dom,” and then adds, “But we preach 
Christ crucified” (1 Cor. 1: 22, 23). Paul 
contrasts the spirit of the world (so pre- 
dominant in Athens) with the. things which 
are foolishness to the natural man. He 
contrasts the wisdom of the world, of 
which Athens was the very crown, with 
“the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the 
hidden wisdom, .. . ordained . . . unto our 
glory” (1 Cor. 2:7). The Athenian ser- 
mon dealt with Old Testament themes, the 
unity of God, the glory of creation. The 
Unitarian lives in the Old Testament in 
so far as he lives in the Bible at all. But 
creation themes are hardly mentioned by 
Paul in his Epistles, so much greater is 
redemption than creation. 

Only two other sermons of Paul are 
given at length in the Acts. In his ad- 
dress to the Ephesian elders Paul declares: 
“I kept back nothing that was profitable 
. .. testifying both to the Jews and also to 
the Greeks, repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 
20:20, 21). And in his address before 
Agrippa he affirms that he said “none 
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other things than those which the prophets | 


and Moses did say should come: that Christ 
should suffer, and that he should be the 
first that should rise from the dead” (Acts 
26: 22, 23). 

Jerusalem mobbed Paul: Rome beheaded 
him: ‘Athens sneered at him. The Athen- 
ian method is the modern one. It is sig- 
nificant that Paul put “cruel mockings” in 
the list of sufferings together with bonds 
and imprisonments (Heb. 11:36). Yet 
some in Athens had said, “We will hear 
thee again of this matter.” Athens and 
Corinth were neighboring cities. May it 
not be that Paul directed the Corinthians 
to share with these at Athens the fuller 
Gospel, which he set forth in the First 
pes to the Corinthians? (Compare Eph. 
4: 16. 

One word more, 

The subscript to the Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians reads: “The first epistle unto 
the Thessalonians was written from 
Athens,” and an indication of ‘this is to 
be’ found in’ 1 Thessalonians’ 3:1, “Where- 
fore ... we thought it good’ to be left at 
Athens alone.” ‘Now the only recorded 
visit by Paul to Athens ‘is ‘that of Acts 
17, and it is possible, therefore, that First 
Thessalonians was written’ soon after the 
sermon “in the midst of Mars’ hill,” per- 

(Continued on page 335) 
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Are All Men Brothers ? 


I have long understood that the doctrine 
of the brotherhood of man is not a Chris- 
tian or Scriptural doctrine, but I was taken 
to task by a conservative gentleman for mak- 
ing that statement. He holds that as de- 

_ scendants of Adam we are brethren in the 
yo and that my position only holds spir- 
itually. 


I have long contended that outside of 
Christ there is only universal creaturehood. 
The Great Commission does not read, 
“Preach the gospel to every brother.” This 
gentleman maintains that the position that 
all men are brothers has been generally 
accepted as orthodox by our church. He 
cites Paul’s sermon on Mars’ Hill as sus- 
taining his view that the position is correct. 

Would you kindly set me right ?—An In- 
diana College President. 

There can be no universal brotherhood 
of man unless there is the universal Father- 
hood <£ God. And the Bible not only does 
not teach God’s universal Fatherhood, but 
it teaches that there is no such thing, and 
therefore no universal brotherhood of man. 

For example, when very religious and 
ceremonially righteous Jews said to Christ, 
“We have one Father, even God,” the Lord 
answered: “If God were your Father, ye 
would love me, .. . Ye are of your father 
the devil, and the lusts of your father ye 
will do... . He that is of God heareth God’s 
words: ye therefore hear them not, be- 
cause ye are not of God” (John 8: 41-47). 

Only believers in Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God and their personal Saviour are chil- 
dren of God and thereby have God as their 
Father. For “as many as received him 
[Christ], to them gave he power to become 
sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name: which were born, not of blood, 


_nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 


will cf man, but of God” (John 1: 12, 13). 
Paul’s address in Athens, on Mars’ Hill, 
has long been misunderstood and misused 
by Unitarians and Modernists as teaching 
the brotherhood of man and the Fatherhood 
of God, It is discussed with illumination 
in the editorial by Ernest Gorden on this 
and the preceding page of the Times. Mr. 
Gordon shows that the apostle made “a 
right-about-face from Athens” when he 
went to Corinth, and that it is very plain 
from First Corinthians that Paul repudi- 
ated the message he had given to the Athen- 
ians, e 

Tue Sunpay ScuHoot Trmes believes 
that the Indiana College President is on 
Scriptural ground when he says that “out- 
side of Christ there is only universal crea- 
turehood.” It is significant that the word 
“blood” as given in the Authorized Ver- 
sion in Acts 17: 26 is not found in the best 
manuscripts of the New Testament, and is 
omitted in the Revised Version and in the 
margin of the Scofield Reference Bible. 
Thus it should read: “And hath made of 
one all nations of men.” Dr. Scofield’s 
comment on verse 29, “Forasmuch then as 
we are the offspring of God,” brings out 
the real meaning as follows: 

“Greek genos, ‘race’ The reference is 
to the creation-work of God in which he 
made man (i. e., mankind, the race in 
Adam) in his own likeness (Gen. 1: 26, 
27), thus rebuking the thought that ‘the 
Godhead is like unto gold,’ etc. The word 
‘Father’ is not used, nor does the passage 
affirm anything coricerning fatherhood or 
sonship, which are relationships based upon 
faith, and: the new birth. Compare John 


_ 1:12, 13; Gal. 3:26; 4: 1-7; 1 John 5: 1.” 
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By James L. Kelso, D. 


A Visit to a Capital City of Ancient Persia 


Gold and silver tablets and an enormous sculptured panorama found in the ruins of Darius’ palace 


Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times and Professor of Semitics 
e and Biblical Archeology in the Pittsburgh-Xenic Theological Seminary 














HE average Bible student spends less 
time on the study of Persia than on 
any of the other great world powers 
who play their rdles in Biblical history. 
Countless details of the history ef Babylon, 
Assyria, Egypt, Greece, and Rome are in 
our Sunday school literature, but Persia 
seldom receives-more than a mere passing 
comment, Yet in Old Testament times 
Persia was one of the most phenomenal 
nations that history has produced, and its 
influence on Palestine and the Jewish peo- 
ple scattered about the ancient world was 
as great as that of any other world power 
except Egypt. 

The Persian Empire was born in a day! 
The Persians were but.a small and little 
known tribe, but with them and their 
relatives, the Medes, King Cyrus suddenly 
conquered the ancient world with a mifi- 
tary genius which was the equal of Alex- 
ander the Great. Single-handed, within 
some twenty-five years, he created a world 
empire vastly greater than Egypt, Babylon, 
or Assyria had ever known. 


Two Centuries of Persian Dominion 


Darius expanded this empire to its 
maximum extent and then for two centuries 
his family held this domain intact —a feat 
unknown in the ancient East. From India 
on the east to the Sudan and the Batkans 
on the west, Persia was ruling an empire 
twice the size of any previous world power. 
Alexander’s conquest of Persia was as 
pheriomenal as Cyrus’ creation of the Per- 
sian Empire, but Alexander was no sooner 
dead than his empire was torn to shreds 
by his Greek successors, “It may even 
be said that the Persians and the Romans 
were the only people of antiquity capable 
of organizing a great empire on a durable 
footing —an achievement in whi the 
Greeks never succeeded, for afl their bril- 
liant qualities.” 

It was with the Persians that for the 
first time in history our own ancestry, the 
Aryans, became a world power. And those 
years, 538 B. C. to 331 B. C., give us some 
governmental ideals absolutely unique 
among ancient world empires. It is true 
that many of these noble concepts were 
the same as those previously held in 
the Israelite state; but Israel even in the 
days of David and Solomon could not be 
ranked as a world empire in the class of 
Persia. 

Persia was the bringer of world peace. 
For two centuries there was a world peace 
unknown up to that period and not again 
matched till the days of the Roman peace. 
Revolts, to be sure, did arise at various 
places and at various times, but they were 
minor events and only slightly disturbed 
the tranquillity of the Persian Empire. 
It is impossible to over-emphasize the world 
peace that Persia introduced. 

Persia was also the first world power 
to make a genuine attempt to bring differ- 
ent races and nationalities under a gov- 


When Alexander the Great burned 
Persepolis he had no idea that he 
was preserving priceless records. But 
when the brick walls of the great 
palace buildings crashed to the ground, 
the débris buried a wealth of the 
matchless sculpturing on the lower 
walls. Thousands of carved figures 
have recently been unearthed, and 
these portray the clothing, military 
equipment, and even the customs of 
the people. Dr. Kelso describes these 
new finds and reviews Persian history, 
linking it up with Biblical history. 








ernment which assured to all the rights 
and privileges, as well as the burdens and 
responsibilities, of government. Further- 
more, the Persians interfered as little as 
possible in local governmental affairs, 
Alexander himself took over almost bodily 
the Persian policy of world empire and 
simply grafted on it his own Hellenistic 
policies. The Persians allowed “the vari- 
ous subject races and already existing 
civilizations to go on side by side with 
their own”’—a_ policy little related to 
either ancient or modern imperialism. 

The Persian theory of world peace, with 
its encouragement of the diversified national 
arts and crafts, brought in a new epoch 
of commercial expansion. They were the 
creators of rapid communication and good 
roads, although the average man thinks of 
these as the invention of the Romans. It 
is nothing Jess than a marvel that the royal 
messengers could carry a dispatch from the 
Persian capital at Susa to Sardes in Asia 
Minor in less than a week. Coinage had 
already been invented in Asia Minor, but 
the Persians were the ones who put it on 
an international basis, especially in the 
Mediterranean world. 


Persian Virtues 


The Persians were also the founders of 
religious freedom. A fresh reading of the 
post-exilic books will bring out this point. 
Nehemiah, the Jew, was cupbearer to the 
Persian king, and the Jewess, Esther, was 
a Persian queen. 

The average Persian was also a man 
of moral ideals. He was not up to the 
Jewish standard, but he was a vast im- 
provement over his Babylonian and As- 
syrian predecessors. Some of the Per- 
sian rulers sadly lacked the virtues of their 
people, but fortunately their shortcomings 
had little injurious effect upon their sub- 
ordinate administrators. The common of- 
ficials of the government seemed to have 
remained true to the Persian ideals. 

The Persian’s respect for truth and 
honor and his humane and chivalrous char- 
acter were the secret of the nation’s suc- 
cess. “In that admirable system of educa- 
tion which Xenophon ascribes to the 
Persians, we find that they taught virtue to 
their children as other nations teach them 








letters. . . . When the prince arrived at 
the age of fourteen, they entrusted him to 
the hands of four men: the wisest, the most 
upright, the most temperate, and the bravest 
of the nation. The first taught him re- 
ligion; the second, to be always truthful; 
the third, to make himself master of his 
lusts; the fourth, to fear nothing.” 

The diplomatic language of Persia was 
Aramaic, and the literary language of the 
entire nation was the same. The Persian 
language was reserved for the immediate 
geographic territory of old Persia and for 
special matters of state. The restoration 
of the Jews to Palestine under the Persian 
administration greatly augmented the use 
of Aramaic in Palestine, and it soon be- 
came the dominant language there and re- 
mained so through New Testament times. 
Aramaic was the common language of our 
Saviour, although the writer believes that 
Christ also used the Greek language as 
it was spoken in Palestine as well as the 
Hebrew of the Old Testament. 

In the study of these facts, one will dis- 
cover a wealth of new material, suitable 
for Bible class work, whenever he reads 
again the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
and the post-exilic prophets, 


Darius the Builder 


Persepolis, one of the several capitals 
of ancient Persia, is today the chief object 
of archeological work in that country. 
Here the Oriental Institute of Chicago 
University is at work and it is making 
phenomenal finds. Darius began the build- 
ing of Persepolis sometime between 518 
B. C. and 515 B. C. At the foot of a 
mountain he created an artificial terrace 
or platform 1,523 feet by 920 feet, and 
upon this he built his palace. This terrace 
was fifty feet high at the front where it 
overlooked the great plain. To this orig- 
inal group of buildings others were added 
by Xerxes and Artaxerxes. Even in ruins 
this terrace complex is one of archeology’s 
great sights. : 

Gold and silver tablets and other founda- 
tion records have been found in several 
of the buildings. Thirty thousand tablets 
and fragments of cuneiform were found 
in the archives. Most of them were in 
the Elamite or Persian cuneiform. Five 
hundred small pieces were in Aramaic char- 
acters written in ink. 

When Alexander the Great burned Per- 
sepolis the brick walls of the great build- 
ings crashed to the ground, covering the 
lower sections of the buildings to a con- 
siderable depth, even twenty-four feet in 
some places. This débris preserved a 
wealth of the matchless sculpturing on the 
lower walls and the grand staircases of 
the buildings. One of these sculptured 
staircases is 292 feet long. “The enor- 
mous panorama portrayed by these sculp- 
tures, arranged in three bands of which 
the development would exceed 1,300 feet 


(Continued on page 327) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 








NE good result of the Mexican Rev- 

olution has been to place more re- 

sponsibility on the shoulders of the 
Mexican pastors. They are taking over the 
functions of the American missionaries. 
This shuts the mouths of those who insist 
that Mexican Protestants are a disloyal ad- 
vance guard of American penetration and 
conquest. Again, the growth of public edu- 
cation is making mission education superflu- 
ous. In Saltillo, for forty years, Southern 
Methodists carried on a high-grade normal 
school in a plant costing $150,000. Now the 
state has a great normal school in the same 
city and the Methodists have changed 
theirs into a Bibie training school to pre- 
pare young women for Christian work in 
rural communities. 

Christians of the City of Mexico held 
daily prayer meetings for three weeks in 
the large Presbyterian church, before the 
inauguration of the new President, Gen- 
eral Lazaro Cardenas. The entire day of 
the inauguration was spent in prayer for 
him, and on that day the agent of the Bible 
Society, Senor Marroquin, sent him a Bible 
with a prayer that God would bless him 
as the great leader of the Mexican people. 
Hostility enough there is in Mexico against 
all. religion. This is but the natural reac- 
tion from Rome. But beside this is sym- 
pathy with Biblical Christianity. Other- 
wise, how could ex-President Calles say, 
“The Revolution has turned up -the soil. 
It is for the Evangelical Church to sow the 
seed.” 


Stirrings of Revival in Roumania.— 
These have come in the first instance from 
Joseph Trifa, a parish priest in a small 
Transylvanian village, who has remarkable 
gifts in the writing of parables adapted 
to peasant mentality. His parables are in- 
terspersed with simple prayers. The move- 
ment which he leads is definitely evangel- 
ical, although it has not detached itself 
from the Orthodox (State) Church. It is 
made up of a company of 70,000 called Oas- 
tea Domnului (“The Host of the Lord”). 
Its members are abstainers from alcohol, 
are pledged to daily Bible study, and are 
careful about keeping Sunday. In their 
hymn book are such familiar hymns as 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee” and “Knocking, 
Knocking, Who is There?” The revival 
is spreading with astonishing rapidity. 

This general movement is reinforced by 
the Orthodox Roumanian Brotherhood 
made up chiefly of educated laymen, with 
several bishops. Its president is Profes- 
sor Sextil Puzcariu, distinguished philolo- 
gist and editor of the new Roumanian Dic- 
tionary. The secretary is Professor 
Matieu, whose wife was at one time a stu- 
dent in the Bible Training Institute in 
Glasgow. The aim of this brotherhood is 
to realize in the personal and family life 
of its members the teaching of Christ; 
also to restore the life of Roumanian Chris- 
tianity so that it may be strong to defend 
itself against Bolshevist danger. 


Outside the Church, and even more thor- 
oughgoing, is the powerful Baptist move- 
ment which is growing up in Roumania. 
The number of members now exceeds 58,- 
ooo. There is a pronounced Puritan qual- 
ity among these new Christians. Converts 
become members only after producing fruits 
of repentance. Some churches teach their 
members “to owe no man anything” and 
discipline those who engage in excessive 
borrowings. They greatly stress the 
Christian nurture of children and the study 
of Scripture, have a preachers’ training 
seminary .in Bucharest, and are beginning 
to contribute to foreign mission work in 
Africa. In the recent opening of their 
chapel at Bolgrad, Bessarabia, Roumanian, 
Bulgarian, and Turkish Baptists furnished 
choirs for the occasion, the Kishinef choir 
coming a day’s journey by truck. After 
the morning service, which lasted several 
hours, it took until evening to feed the 
thousand guests, 


Scotland is a Christian land, and a 
Bible-loving one, yet there is paganism 
enough there, too. The Rey. David Mitchell 
writes in Life and Work of Edinburgh 
slums, — crowded families, vile housing, 
drink shops for every hundred of the popu- 
lation. “Our brothers and sisters, for 
whom Christ died, are battened on by the 





The Bible in Mexico 


The new highways for automo- 
biles, which are being built all over 
Mexico, are greatly facilitating the 
colportage of Scripture. Even the 
advance in prices of Bibles has been 
followed by larger sales, since people 
think that a Holy Bible at a cheap 
price cannot be authentic. On the 
128th anniversary of the birth of 
the grcat Mexican patriot, Benito 
Juarez, the man for whom Benito 
Mussolini was named, the Ameri- 
can Bidle Society presented a Bible 
to the main library of every one of 
the state capitals of Mexico, thirty- 
one in alt. In every case the gift 
was acknowledged with expressions 
of gratitude. 














liquor trade. I saw a blind man being 
thrown o*:t of a drink shop the other day, 
blind drunk. Then there are the bookies 
and gamblers, parasites preying on the poor, 
the betting habit being even more injurious 
to the soul of man than drink. Along 
with this much ignorance. The minister is 
at times asked to baptize dead babies! In 
Aberdeen he met a whole family of tinkeérs 
who did not even know that there was such 
a thing as the Church of Scotland, and 
in the same famous intellectual center 2 








woman, rolling up her sleeve to show the 
vaccination marks, declared that she had 
been baptized in three places.” 


Where Separation Brought Blessing.— 
The Bethel Mission, Shanghai, went out 
of an American mission because of Mod- 
ernism in the latter. Now see what the 
old mission lost. 

It lost Drs. Mary and Phoebe Stone and 
Miss Hughes. It lost the hospital, dis- 
pensary, clinic, nursing, and _ obstetric 
schools, which they built up after their 
secession, and to which Dr. and Mrs. May 
have recently come from Johns Hopkins. 
It lost the Bible Seminary to which have 
recently attached themselves, as self-sup- 
porting teachers and missionaries, Miss 
Ethel Chong, Hawaiian-born Chinese, and 
Miss Doris Lum, Australian-born Chinese. 
It lost primary schools, orphanages, indus- 
trial work, all of which have been built 
up by the “come-outers.” Above all, it 
has lost the Bethel Evangelistic Bands. A 
warning indeed to other boards! 

After a Bethel Band had visited the far- 
off province of Yunnan a letter came to " 
the Bible Society in Shanghai saying, “It 
is reported that another Bethel Band is 
coming to this Province. If this is so, 
we wish to order an extra supply of 
Bibles.”. As a result of the visit of this 
band, led by a woman evangelist, two thou- 
sand young people dedicated their lives to 
the preaching of the Gospel. In one church 
this evangelist had asked for a count of 
Bibles. Two were held ‘up. The next 
night 500 brand new Bibles were proudly 
held up, and, before the meetings closed, 
the entire stock of Bibles in that city had 
been sold out. 

Twenty-three prominent cities in the 
northwest were included in the far north- 
western itinerary, and there were also huge 
meetings in the open air, where often the 
evangelist preached to 20,000 people at a 
time, all idolaters. 

Mr. Chang from Bethel has been evan- 
gelizing in the cities of Java. He is the 
first foreign missionary of Bethel, an able 
man, son of a South Sea merchant. Miss 
Alice Lan and Miss Betty Hu, the former 
president of the Bethel School of Evan- 
gelism, and the latter editor of The Guide 
to Holiness, have been evangelizing among 
the Chinese of Manila and even among 
American sailors and officers. They speak 
flawless English and have found a hearing 
among educated, English-speaking Filipinos 
of all classes. 

In all, Bethel has eleven bands going 
over all parts of China, reviving and in- 
structing churches as well as evangelizing 
the heathen. Eighteen out of the twenty- 
one provinces of China have already wit- 
nessed extensive campaigns, and it is a 
very conservative statement that half a 


_million people have attended the meetings 


of one single band. “The growth of the 
work has been insured by the formation 
of nearly five hundred smaller. preaching 
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bands, organized in eighteen provinces. 
These are largely students pledging them- 
selves for city. and district-wide personal 
evangelism. 


The Chinese scientist and chemist, Dr. 
John Sung, studied theology in Union Sem- 
inary, New York, and because of his devo- 
tion to prayer and Bible study, was ad- 
judged insane and sent to an asylum for 
some months. Now he is holding evan- 
gelistic meetings in Nanking, China, where 
Mrs. Pearl Buck, the novelist and ex-mis- 
sionary, was stationed. The set-up is sig- 
nificant, not to say amusing. Great crowds 
have been in constant attendance. The 
Friends’ Mission Church has a seating ca- 
pacity of 500, yet one night by actual count 
there were 1,070 within the church. 

Fifty evangelistic bands have already 
been organized, averaging four or five 
members to each band. Ten of these are 
from the Friends’ Church and School. 
Some come from the University of Nan- 
king and the. University Hospital nursing 
corps. These bands have agreed to go out 
preaching the Gospel at least once a week. 


A Voice from Crozer.—Crozer is a 
Baptist theological seminary. Its profes- 
sor in the New Testament is Dr. Morton 
Enslin. The New Testament by the voice 
of Paul says, “In every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God.” Crozer 
Seminary by the voice of Professor Enslin 
says: 

“Our changed ideas of God make it im- 
possible for us to believe in the efficacy 
of our prayers as we once did. For a few 
elect souls there may be no difficulty. They 
may be able to adjust themselves to rela- 
tionship with this nebulous personality, 
Eternal Goodness, Essence of Life, or how- 
ever if [that is, God,—e. g.] may be 
designated. The majority of men, I believe, 
only fool themselves in thinking they can 
do it. 

“Here, as it appears to me, is the real 
reason for the decline of prayer. We go 
through the gestures, but we do not, can- 
not, expect results. Accordingly, as I see 
it, prayer in the conventional sense,of the 
word is doomed as surely as burnt sacrifice 
and the Juggernaut car.”—Christian Cen- 
tury, p. 334, 1935. 


“Gambling in the United States,” a 
pamphlet by Mr. Pringle of the Interna- 
tional Reform Federation, is full of omi- 
nous facts. This sinister industry is becom- 
ing a major industry. In Chicago there 
are now seventy-three factories manufac- 
turing gambling devices, and the monthly 
intake of New York slot machines alone 
exceeds the yearly intake of Monte Carlo. 
Tons of advertising and catalogues of gam- 
bling devices pass through the mails. 
Nearly 233,000 persons in the United States 
are engaged in the manufacture, distribu- 
tion, and operation of slot machines and 
punch boards, the kindergarten devices 
which develop gambling propensities among 
children. 

Sixteen states have legalized race-track 
gambling. The great resorts such as 
Miami, French Lick, Saratoga, Palm 
Beach, Hot Springs, are nests of this vice 
among the fashionable. The houses of fra- 
ternal orders such as Elks, Moose, Eagles, 
and Owls are tarred with the same stick. 
Women are rapidly becoming adepts in 
gaming and race-track wagering. The 
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movement has its literature. “The Secret 
Blue Book” is packed. with pictures and 
descriptions of cheating devices for gam- 
blers. Indeed, :so low have we fallen that, 
as Mr, Pringle tells me, pending legisla- 
tion in one state provides that gambling 
machines with cheating. devices shall be 
allowed on the payment of a slightly larger 
fee. And in another bill churches are to 
be allowed lower rates for permits for lot- 
teries, and the like. 

On Pittsburgh news stands 46 kinds of 
tip sheets selling at from 10 to 50 cents 
give false information to the credulous 
as to how to win in betting and gambling. 
Our newspapers stimulate the vice by print- 
ing daily “results” and racing charts. The 
Seabury Investigation exposed a Porto 
Rican who had banked $1,250,000 taken 
from Harlem Negroes by these methods. 
Catholic Congressman Kenney is pressing 
for a national lottery of two and a half 
billions in 12 monthly drawings each year. 

Certainly with the breaking down of the 
Eighteenth Amendment wickedness has 
been coming in like a flood over our land. 
We are approaching full underworld con- 
trol. 


The Spreading Gospel.—The Drum 
Call is the organ of the splendid American 
Presbyterian Mission in the Cameroons, 
Africa, and it deserves its spirited name. 
Recently it described how 120 graduate 


employees and apprentices of the James - 


Industrial School, — masons, tailors, car- 
penters, —turned evangelists, and wholly 





Another Catholic 
State? 





On the Austrian thaler is en- 
graved an image: of the Virgin with 
the motto Magna Mater Austriae 
(“Great Mother of Austria”). This 
coin is a reproduction of the one 
minted by Ferdinand the Second, 
the great persecutor of the Counter- 
Reformation period. The Roman 
Catholic Church is seeking to con- 
trol Austria, as Hitler and the Nazis 
Germany, and of this effort the 
thaler is a significant symbol. “Her 
present rulers,” says the London 
Times, “intend that Austria become 
a Papal state. The old Catholic 
Christian Social Party has been 
superseded by Catholic Action, the 
international organization for fur- 
thering Papal political schemes. All 
important positions in public life 
are in the hands of trustworthy 
Catholics.” 











self-supporting ones, during the month of 
July, 1933. This effort was preceded by 
weeks of intensive Bible study and prayer. 
When they got back to the school they 
were able to report 2,332 brought into the 
fold of Christ. At times they divided the 
band into four groups and the night into 
four watches, making prayer without ceas- 
ing to God, 

There are 1,700 Protestant churches scat- 
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tered over Uganda, and the work is now 
passing into the eastern areas of the Upper 
Congo. A convention at Kambale (Congo 
Free State) recently brought together 
2,500 pecple. Mr. Church writes: “Once 
a month the 23 villages come to Kigeme 
for a united open-air service. It is an 
inspiring sight to see the Gospel being 
preached from our back veranda to a great 
crowd of 1,300 heathen. We have two 
Banyaruanda hospital boys who are out- 
standing Christian characters. In England 
I used to think successful missions in Af- 
rica were largely a question of education, 
clothes, and a good wash. If anyone thinks 
as I used to, I wish they could work with 
these two boys. The depth of their spiritual 
life often puts me to shame.” 

The English Wesleyan Mission in Trich- 
inopoly, South India, receives now every 
year a larger number of converts into the 
church than was accepted during the whole 
of the first ninety years. It is now a great 
church of 20,000. ; 

A revival has broken out among the Pwo 
Karens of Burma, and in the last few 
months 3,000 have been baptized. 

The Africa Inland Mission reports, dur- 
ing the last twelve months, 6,900 baptisms 
after very careful training in the catechu- 
men classes over a period of two years. 
There are, beside, 20,000 converted who are 
in these classes for instruction, waiting for 
baptism. The mission has 1,600 native 
teachers and evangelists, ee 


In Pygmy Land.—Mr. Stauffacher of 
the Africa Inland Mission is evangelizing 
the Pygmies of Central Africa. Much 
rough pioneering! “There were thirty 
streams to cross on that day’s trip, and 
they all were high because of the rain: 
The next morning I heard a noise beside 
a dead tree and looked up, expecting to see 
a monkey. Instead it was a big leopard, 
which sprang from limb to limb, growl- 
ing.” Mr. Stauffacher’s guide was a little, 
shriveled, gray-headed Pygmy, who car- 
ried a stick with some coals on it which he 
constantly blew in order to keep warm. 

The occupants of this field seem to be 
as uncomfortable as the field itself. Miss 
Harman describes a Pygmy funeral, — 
body decomposed, men and women hugging 
it and wailing. Various fights going on, 
a man and woman at each others’ throats, 
two women fighting like cats, six people 
on one man. Others holding back a swear- 
ing woman, dancing with rage, a leper 
woman working herself backward along 
the ground, shrieking as she went, to throw 
herself upon the corpse. Finally one man, 
thinking things too quiet, had started to 
ring a wooden dog bell. 

I heard a college president say recently 
to a chapelful of students, “It’s not neces- 
sary to become children of God. You are 
children of God.” The falsehood was not 
so apparent in his chapel as in Pygmydom. 


A Christian Conference on the Lower 
Congo.—This shows the difference which 
the New Birth brings about. There were 
forty native leaders in attendance with a 
few missionaries, hardly participating. The 
proceedings were marked by a perfect or- 
derliness not usual in native conferences. 
The secretary of the San Salvador Church, 
Ambrose Luyanzi, opened with,a thought- 
ful address on Ephesians 2:14,. showing 
that it was only as Christ had become our 
peace could the different tribes come to- 
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The Religious Survey 








gether as one in such a gathering. A Com- 
munion service followed the resolutions. 

These resolutions dealt with many ques- 
tions of practical ethics, and were at points 
pitched higher than among multitudes in 
Christendom. These new Christians in- 
sisted that “it is always best that a church 
member desiring to marry should .marry 
one who is either a church member or an 
inquirer. 

“All persons to enter the Church must 
be able to read intelligently, Those too 
old to learn may, however, be received. 

“Dancing is not allowed in the Christian 
Church. In games among Christian peo- 
ple there must not be any kind of drumming 
likely to encourage dancing. 

“A church member seeking the services 

of a native doctor, known to be a fetish, 
should be disciplined. 
’ “All intoxicating liquors are Pagers 
within the Christian Church. A_ church 
member fermenting maize beer should be 
disciplined.” (Ten out of the forty in con- 
ference wished to outlaw even unfermented 
beer as leading to beer habits.) 

“Divorce is allowed on one ground only; 
but if desertion had been for a very long 
time this, too, was to be considered a 
.valid ground.” 


“The acid test of a nation’s life and 

strength will always be its attitude toward 
‘the Bible,” said Goethe. “The higher the 
centuries rise in the scale of culture, the 
more will the Bible be used by truly wise 
‘men, in part as the basis, in part as the 
instrument, of education.” 
’ This recommendation is not needed by 
Christians. Indeed it in no way suffices 
to express their debt to the Bible. But 
it might well stop the mouths of atheist 
propagandists who identify their bawlings 
with culture. 

The last report of the Bible Churchmen’s 
Missionary Society calls attention to the 
many places in the Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Church of England which refer to “the 
pure Word of God, Holy Writ, God’s 
Word written, Holy Scripture,” and the 
like; also to the care with which the or- 
dering of the ministry emphasizes the im- 
portance of the Word, the pledge of bishops 
to banish and drive away all erroneous and 
strange doctrine contrary to God’s Word, 
and the pledge of unfeigned belief in all 
the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament. Then it concludes: 

“Upon this basis of unfeigned belief in 
the Word of:God has the Church of Eng- 
land ministered to the British nation for 
hundreds of years until, in all the world, 
has the British race been respected for its 
fear of God and its fearlessness of man; 
for its righteousness and integrity; yea, 
and its compassion for the down-trodden, 
— virtues learned only before the mirror of 
Eternal Perfection,—the Word, the Ex- 
pression, the Revelation of God.” 

There was a time when books were few 
and’ the German poet, Ernst Wiechert, 
suggests that it would be well for all of us 
if we had grown up'in poverty. Then we 
should have been started and grounded in 


this one Book as were our ancestors. “In 
a poor house the book always is something 
rare and precious, and for the most part 
something sacred. In many homes the 
Bible was the only book, and in truth the 
Book of books. For many years I my- 
self drew my life-springs from it alone, 
and perhaps that explains why in my secret 
heart I want to feel a breath from its pages 
in every book that I possess and im every- 
thing I write. For that Book contains all 
that the soul of man desires, — God and 
the world, death and love, order and law, 
sin and penitence, time and eternity. There 
were the great and the small, sublimity 
and pathos, the burning bush in the wilder- 
ness and the gleaning Ruth, the place 
called Golgotha and the meeting of Joseph 
and his brethren: Nothing was far off 
and as if it never existed, but everything 
was quite near, on the threshold of our 
house, or in the stable over which hung 
the winter stars; or‘on the lake out of 
which I drew the nets full of fish.” 

Primitive Christianity in China.—In 
China’s Millions some account is given of 
self-supporting and self-propagating work 
in Nansha, a district of East Chekiang. 
This is purely indigenous, in a region of 
about two hundred square miles known as 
The Southern Sands. The chapel at Ny- 
ilong was built of brick at a cost of $1,200, 
and is, like the other Nansha chapels, pro- 
vided with a ship’s bell oi shining brass. 
There are 100 members living within a 
radius of two miles. Except in the busy 
cotton planting and picking seasons little 
groups meet every evening in each others’ 
houses to sing, read, and pray. 

At Djohsaen is another chapel, opened 
in 1917 and one of the largest. The first 
group of Christians there was formed 
through the testimony of a beggar, Cu 
Dalong, who made his living chanting 
Buddhist sutras and getting pennies there- 
for. After his conversion he learned a 
Gospel booklet in rhyme and visited all his 
home area chanting the Gospel and selling 
his booklets. Through his witness twenty 
were converted and formed the nucleus of 
this second group. Three small groups 
have hived off and formed churches, 

In all these Nansha churches local leaders 
conduct the Lord’s Day services. The 
leader at Djohsaen is much blessed in his 
prayers for the sick. “During our visit 
59 inquirers were examined, 28 of whom 
were accepted and baptized.” In Deobong 
the Sunday service averages a hundred 
present. Here singing is greatly cultivated, 
— morning; evening, and between meetings. 
In the Tabinggyiao church 250 people were 
at the meeting. No person is accepted for 
membership until he has won at least one 
other member of his household. The 
church roll is really a roll of families. “TI 
could. not but note the patience of the 
examining elders and deacons, the tactful 
way in which %ney got inarticulate young 
inquirers to give a reason for their faith.” 

In Jihnyida is the largest of these chapels, 
church membership being: over 400. Twenty 
were being examined for baptism. “Dur- 
ing the examination one was struck by the 
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testimony borne to prayer as a weapon of 
defense against the assaults of the Evil 
One. It was encouraging to see that at 
Jihnyida the young people in Christian fam- 
ilies were being taught from childhood the 
importance of prayer. Every chapel visited 
seemed to have a favorite hymn. The one 
here was ‘Praise the Saviour, ye who know 
him. ;” 

The youngest of all the chapels was that 
at Fongnying with straw roof, reed and 
grass walls, and dirt floor. “I was amazed 
at the business-like way in which these 
dear people formed Sunday school, Chris- 
tian Endeavor, singing, visiting, chapel- 
cleaning, and other committees. And when 
all was over the assembled company sang 
the Aaronic blessing.” 

These twelve little churches, with 1,300 
communicants, have all come out of the 
conversion of a Nansha man about thirty 
years ago. Here we see church history in 
the making. 


Brief Notes.—Eighteen hundred and 
seventy-five postmasters in Central Amer- 


ica and Mexico receive the Correo Evan-' 


gelico (the “Evangelical Courier’), sent 
them by A. B. DeRoos in co-operation with 
the Post Office Christian Association of 
London. “The last request for a copy of 
Scripture came from a little place high up 
in the mountains of Costa Rica, from a 
man who is postmaster and chief of police, 
and whose interest in the Bible is lively.” 
. It is interesting to learn that exports 
to ‘Palestine of common articles such as 
floor polish or breakfast foods are likely 
to have in them instructions for use printed 
in the Hebrew of the prophets. . . . The 
Christliche Gemeinschaft, an organization 
similar to the Christian Alliance, has been 
growing rapidly in Poland. German Luth- 
eran in origin, it recently celebrated the 
tenth anniversary of its existence in Poland. 
The great Garrison Church in Warsaw 
was filled to overflowing with an audience 
of three thousand, hundreds being turned 
away. ... Huston Edgar of the China 
Inland Mission is trying to get Scripture 
into Gololand, one of the least known 
tracts of the earth’s surface. He is work- 
ing in from Tibet... . Many years ago a 
Negro woman, Maria Fearing, applied to 
the Southern Presbyterian Mission Board 
to be sent as a missionary to Africa. She 
was refused for lack of funds. So she'sold 
her home and lot and came back asking 
to be sent at her own expense, and she 
was. She was an excellent missionary for 
many years, training African girls in the 
Christian life. Now she is living in Ala- 
bama, ninety-six years of age. .. . Angola, 
the Portuguese colony of West Africa, 
is being evangelized by 150 Protestant mis- 
sionaries, but there is, in addition, a force 
of native workers of encouraging size. 
Thirteen hundred out-stations are directed 
by the native churches, and the 50,000 
church members and catechumens represent 
a perhaps larger constituency. . . . Portu- 
guese Protestants have organized a 
League of Missionary Action with head- 
quarters in Lisbon. The Secretary is Ed- 
uardo ‘Moreira, a Hebrew-Christian and 
former President of the City Council of 
Lisbon. He is soon to visit Portuguese 
colonies in the interest of this movement. 
. An old Korean of Whanghai recently 
left $3,500 worth of rice lands to the church 
kindergarten in his community. 
New Hampton, N. H. 
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A Visit to a Capital City 
of Ancient Persia 
(Continued from page 323) 


in length, is like an ethnographic museum 
full of the most fascinating details, and is 
a study in itself.” 

The thousands of figures carved upon 
these reliefs are surpassingly useful, for 
they show us vast numbers of acts and 
ceremonies as they were performed; and a 
picture is always better than numerous lit- 
erary descriptions, 

It was pictures that taught us a good 
percentage of Egyptology, and these Per- 
sian pictures will be of the greatest assist- 
ance in sketching accurately Persian life. 
For example, these pictures show us 
clothes as they were worn by all classes 
of people from the king down to the slave. 
No amount of literary description is equal 
to the picture of a garment as it was nor- 
mally worn. Here also we see the army 
with all the detail of its accouterments. 
Both the common and the rare articles 
of commerce pass before us as the king 
receives tribute. It is not only the items 
themselves which we see, but the manners 
and customs of handling them. The 
methods used to transport them are also 
illustrated. The animals and trees of the 
natural world are represented, as well as 
the strange demonic forms of their myth- 
ology or the mythology of their neighbors. 
Not only is sculpture so prolifically repre- 
sented here, but also architecture of colossal 
size. Twelve different architectural struc- 
tures ultimately crowned the great terrace 
at Persepolis. The most striking archi- 
tecture here is in the thin, delicately fluted, 
but lofty stone columns with their uniquely 
shaped animal capitals. The hall of a 
hundred columns was like a man-made for- 
est, and its wooden ceiling like a man- 
made sky. 

Susa, or Shushan as the Bible phrases 
it, was another of the capitals of Persia, 
and here was the setting of the Book of 
Esther. Modernists treat the Book of 
Esther as fiction, but it is most interesting 
to note that Professor A. T. Oinfstead of 
Chicago University, who is the dean of 
American Old Testament liberals, con- 
siders Esther to be historical. In his “His- 
tory of Palestine and Syria” he identifies 
Artaxerxes II with Ahasuerus and then 
says, “Although the story is almost uni- 
versally condemned as unhistorical, it fits 
so well the events of this reign that the 
verdict must be reconsidered.” - Then in 
three pages of condensed proof, he substan- 
tiates the historicity of the story of Esther. 
Most conservative scholars, however, have 
identified Ahasuerus with Xerxes. 

It was also in the palace at Shushan that 
Nehemiah, the Jewish cupbearer to the 
Persian king, is first found. His life in 
Palestine, however, rather than in Persia 
is the Bible theme. The book, however, 
shows the kindly attitude of the Persian 
overlords to a subject people. 

The Persian administrative policy is seen 
in the Book of Ezra, where the enemies 
of the Jews in Palestine falsely accused 
the Jews to the Persian authorities. The 
sixth chapter of the book tells how Darius 
the king had a search made in the archives 
and that in the palace at Achmetha, com- 
monly called Ecbatana — another Persian 
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capital, the record of Cyrus’ decree con- 
cerning Jerusalem was found. This record 
at once moved the Persian king to order 
all hindrance of Jewish work to cease and 
that the Persian authorities in that satrapsy 
should lend financial assistance to the Jews, 
so that the original decree of Cyrus might 
be fulfilled, 

Persia is the last world empire partici- 
pating in Old Testament history. This 


* 327 


unique empire of ancient times was con- 
quered by the military genius of Alexander 
the Great in 331 B. C. With him another 
unique empire came into being. It was not 
a military empire, for that perished with 
its creator, but a cultural empire which 
laid the stage for the New Testament 
struggle between Christianity and Greek 
culture. But that is another long story. 
PITTSBURGH. 














The Stony Brook School for Boys 


By a Missionary Mother 








N ALL “this changing order” which so 

] alarmingly confronts the Christian of 
today, nothing seems quite so subtle or 

so devastating as the modern educational 
system. In its demoralizing possibilities 
there are reaches that have not yet been 
sounded, but already in many Christian 
homes experience has been a very costly 
teacher. 

Surrounding the child during most of his 
waking, and practically all of his thinking 
hours, the double impact of modern text- 
book and modern trained teacher has an 
enormous effect. 

Many parents may read these words with 
the sad consciousness that their own boy is 
being systematically subjected to influ- 
ences and impressions destructive of Chris- 
tian faith, But the alarming fact is that 
many parents sink down under such condi- 
tions, accept them as hopeless, and go on 
exposing their sons to what is blasphemous 
and abhorrent, 

The very subtlety of expression, and the 
engaging frankness with which such false 
teaching is given “in the interest of truth 
and science” makes it doubly attractive. 
How many boys would “like to believe as 
their parents do,” but vainly think that the 
very education their parents have sacrificed 
to give them has placed them where “sci- 
entific information” forbids this. 

The writer, who is the grateful mother 
of a Stony Brook boy, wishes that parents 
of “prep” age boys might visit the Stony 
Brook School. A happy, wholesome, 
friendly atmosphere is characteristic of the 
place; many of the boys are gay, athletic, 
and playful, withal earnest Christians, who 
are accustomed to gather for “morning 
watch” and who take keen interest in Bible 
classes, 

Back of this atmosphere and concrete 
results there is, of course, a secret. The 
Headmaster and teachers are Christians, 
interested in winning souls of students; 
they are councillors and comrades to the 
boys. 

Young, but not inexperienced, generally 
interested in athletics, the typical Stony 
Brook teacher shows a good deal of that 
delightful and necessary understanding of 
the boy’s point of view. They are at 
the same time “thoroughly furnished” 
scholastically, with A.B.’s and M.A.’s, and 
they bring to their job that enthusiasm that 
goes with working for the rounded devel- 
opment of our future Christian leaders. 
Only a visit to the Stony Brook campus 
can reveal the measure of success they al- 
ready enjoy. 


Though only twelve years old, Stony 
Brook has old boys in missionary and 
other Christian work and filling many im- 
portant places. The school is far more 
valuable than its size would indicate, for 
there is no other such institution in a wide 
area, 

It is a great builder of foundations when 
true foundations are very scarce. The gen- 
erous scholarships granted to missionary 
sons and other full-time Christian workers 
commends Stony Brook to our most sym- 
pathetic support. Among missionary coun- 
tries represented at present are Siam, the 
Philippines, Burma, Egypt, Alaska, and 
Persia. Though gifts for this purpose have 
greatly decreased, the number of scholar- 
ship boys is larger than before. Some of 
the lack is made up from the sacrifice of the 
masters. Being the Headmaster of Stony 
Brook is not the profession of Dr. Frank 
E. Gaebelein; it is his life’s contribution 
to the Church of Christ. 

Here is a call to three classes: 

First, to you who have a boy of “prep” 
school age, who needs just such help and 
encouragement in his Christian life, such 
wise discipline, such godly scholarship as 
Stony Brook offers—consider what it 
would mean to him. 

Second, a word to those who could give 
something, however small. A writer from 
New Jersey greatly encouraged Dr. Gaebe- 
lein recently by sending him one dollar; 
he wrote that it was very hard to do that, 
but he wanted some little share in such a 
work, 

The third, and by far the most urgent 
appeal, is to those who can and will pray 
—who will bear the school and its need 
upon their hearts as an expression of their 
co-operation and fellowship. ‘The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much,” This “much” is open to all of. us, 
and, seeing that the world is so coura- 
geously standing behind its institutions, can 
we be less faithful in holding up the hands 
of those who seek to furnish and pre- 
pare young lives for the service and glory 
of Christ? 

we 


Let me say just this: when one is really 
and utterly “all for Jesus,” then and not 
till then we: find Jesus is all for us, and 
all in all to us. Now I want you to be 
“all for Jesus.” I can’t describe the hap- 
piness he puts into any heart that will only 
give itself up altogether to him, not wish- 
ing to keep one single bit back.—Frances 
Ridley Havergal, in a letter. 
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LESSON 8. MAY 26. THE LORD’S SUPPER 
International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 26:17-30; 1 Corinthians 11: 23-29; printed text, Matthew 26:17-30 








- Golden Text.—This do in remembrance of me.—1 Cor. 11: 24c 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Matthew 26 : 17-30 


Kinc JaMEs VERSION 


Matt. 26:17 Now the first day of the feast of unleavened. bread 
the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that 
we prepare for thee to eat the passover? 

18 And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto 
him, The Master saith, My time is at hand; I will keep the pass- 
over at thy house with my disciples. 

19 the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they 
made ready the passover. 

20 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. 

21 And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one 
of ~~ ee betray me. 

22 And they were exceeding open. and began every one of 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Matt. 26:17 Now on the first day of unleavened bread the dis- 
ciples came to Jesus, saying, Where wilt thou that we make ready 
for thee to eat the passover? 18 And he said, Go into the city to 
such a man, and say unto him, The Teacher saith, My time is at 
hand; I keep the passover at thy house with my disciples. 19 And 


the disciples did as Jesus appointed them; and they made ready — 


the passover. 

20 Now when even was come, he was ‘sitting at meat with the 
twelve *disciples; 21 and as they were eating, he said, Verily I 
say unto you, that one of you shall *betray me. 
were exceeding sorrowful, and began to say unto him every one, 
Is it I, Lord? 23 And he answered and said, He that dipped his 
hand with me in dish, the same shall ® betray me. 24 The Son 
of man goeth, ever as it is written of him: but woe unto that man 
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22 And they . 


> crucifixion. 





them to yay unto him, Lord, is it I 


he answered and ‘said, He that dippeth his hand with me 


2 
in the — the same shall betray me. 


24 The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woz unto 
that man by whom the Son of goal is betrayed! it had been good 


for that man if he had not been bo 


25 Then Judas, which Cacured’| him, answered and said, Master, 


is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast said. 


26 And as they were eating, P msm took bread, and blessed it, 
isciples, and said, Take, eat; this 


and brake - and gave it to the 
is my 


27 And be took ~~, my and gave thanks; and gave it to them, 


saying, Drink ye all of 


or this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 


through whom the Son of man is * betrayed! good were it ‘for that 


my body. 27 A 


of 
Father’s kingdom. 


mount of Olives. 


many for the remission of sins. 
oe But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit —_ fisciole i 
of the. vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my sche 


Father’s kingdom. 


30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out into the 


mount of Olives. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

LL the world remembers Jesus Christ. 
A Some remember him to revile him, 

but nearly all who have heard of 
him remember Christ to applaud him. They 
remember his flawless life, his perfect 
teachings, his love to men, his revelation 
of God as Father. But if the world would 
know the supreme fact about Christ that 
is to be remembered, they must look at 
the memorial feast that Christ gave to 
his Church. The Church celebrates the 
Lord’s Supper in remembrance of his body 
given for us, of his blood poured out for 
sins. And we partake of him! What a 
mystery to the world! 


The Historical Setting 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke make clear 
that our Lord kept the Passover aiter 
sunset of the fourteenth of Nisan, the 
beginning of the fifteenth, the day of the 
_The day was Thursday, prob- 
ably April 6, A. D. 3o. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 26: 17.—The first day ... of un 
leavened bread. The fourteenth of Nisan 
(Mark 14:12). Strictly, the first day was 
the fifteenth (Lev. 23:6; Num. 28: 16, 17). 
But they were ta remove leaven on the 
afternoon of the fourteenth (Exod. 12: 18), 
and so it is sometimes spoken of as the 
first day. Came to Jesus. Probably at 
Bethany. Prepare ... the passover. It 
is not certain, that they sacrificed the 


% % % % 


lamb, but they prepared the place and ad 
supper. 

Verse 18—Go ... to such a man, Mat- 
thew sums up the account (cf. Mark 14: 
12-16; Luke 22: 7-13). 

Verse 22.—Lord, is it 1? The sense e of 
the original is, “Lord, it is not I, is it?” 

Verse 23.—He that dippeth his hand with 
me in the dish. This seems distinct from 
the identification mentioned in John (John 
13: 23-26). It may not be an identification 
of Judas, but may refer.to the terrible fact 
that one who had tke sacred intimacy of 
eating with him was to betray him (Psa. 
41:9; Joba 13: 18). 

Verse 24.—As it is writien of him. Re- 


ferring to the clear prophecies of the death’ 


of Christ in the Old Testament (cf. Isa. 
53; Dan. 9:23). But woe unto that man, 
A prophecy doubtless mingled with great 
sorrow. Good for that man if he had not 
been born. A proverbial expression to in- 
dicate the horror of the act. Judas chose 
freely, and was responsible for his act. 
God foreordained Christ’s death, and Judas’ 
betrayal was one of the necessary conse- 
quences, This does not make God the 
author of evil, nor the constrainer of Judas. 

Verse 25.—Master, is it I? “It is not I, 
is it?” Judas said “Rabbi,” not “Lord.” 
It seems significant that it is never recorded 
that Judas called Jesus, “Lord”; it is true 
also that all of the disciples . frequently 
addressed him as Rabbi. Thou hast said. 
Evidently the disciples did not understand 


about the betrayal, or Judas’ part in it 


(John 13:28). This account, combined 


with John 13: 21-30, seems to indicate that 


Judas went out before the celebration of 


brake it; and yA 


the vine, until that day when I 


20r reclining, at table. 
® See marginal note on chap. 10: 4. 
* Or, a loaf. 
the cup. ™ Many ancient authorities insert new. 


man if he had not been bern. 25 And Judas, who * betrayed him, 
answered and said, Is it I, Rabbi? He sai 

26 And as they were eating, Jesus took ° bread, and blessed, and” 
ve to the disciples, and said, Take, me this is 
he took *a cup, and gave thanks, 
them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 
* covenant, which is _— out for man 
29 But I say unto you, 


unto him, Thou hast said. 


unto ‘remission of sins. 
I shall % 3 drink henceforth of this fruit 


30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out unto. ‘the 


2Many authorities, some ancient, 


*Some ancient authorities read, 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 


of Religious ucation. 


the Supper. 
is not given in chronological order. 


Verse 26.—Blessed it. 
God, an important part of the ordinance 
(Luke 22:19). Brake it, and. gave it to 
the disciples. This led to the name, “Break- 
ing of Bread,” for the Lord’s Supper, al- 
though that expression was used also of 
ordinary meals (cf. 1 Cor. 10:16). This 
breaking probably refers to the distribution 
among the disciples, just as Christ is to be 
partaken of by each disciple ; the expres- 
sion, “My body, which is broken for ‘you” 
(1 Cor. 11: 24), should probably be, :“which 
is for you.” This is my body. See Special 


Topics. 
Verse 27—Took the cup. See Special 
Topics. Gave thanks. From the Greek . 


word we get the name, “The Eucharist.” 
Drink ye all of it. All are to partake. 


Verse 28.—This is my blood. This is 
the symbol of my blood. See Special 
Topics. Of the new testament. ‘The word 
is “covenant,” though our idea of a cove- 
nant and a testament are both included. 
The New Covenant, prophesied in the Old 
Testament (Jer. 31: 31-35), is to be sealed 
by the Saviour’s own blood, the “blood of 
the covenant” (cf. Heb. 10:29; 13:20). 


Shed for many. This includes all (Matt. © 


20: 28; Isa. 53:12; 1 Tim. 2:6; Heb. 2: 
; 1 John 2:2). “For’ means “for the 

benefit of” (John 16:26; Heb. 5:3), but 

includes the idea of substitution.” ; 


Verse 29.—I will not drink henceforth 
. until that day when I drink it new with, | 


you in my Father's kingdom, Some inter- 
pret this as referring to. our Lord’s pres- 


_ ence with his people when the Lord’s 


and gave to. 
28 for this is my, blood of the . 


drink it new with. you in. my. 


“Gr., for’ 


In this case, Luke’s account | 


Giving thanks: to ~ 


ES ts 


SS VY 


besson for May 26 


Supper is celebrated, the fulfillment in the 
Kingdom inaugurated after his death and 
resurrection (Luke 22:15, 16). This ap- 
plication need not be excluded, but it ap- 
pears that. the direct reference is to the 
completion of redemption at his coming (cf. 
Luke 22:29, 30; Rev. 19:9). It will be 
a new eating and drinking, evidently far 
exceeding any material feasting. 

Verse 30.—When they had sung an hymn, 
Probably the second part of the Hallel 
(Psalms 115 to 118). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

In approaching this lesson we noted that 
the Lord’s Supper sets forth the supreme 
and central fact of our Christian faith, the 
Saviour’s death for his people. But the 
Lord’s Supper is more than a memorial 
of a past event. It proclaims the meaning 


of Christ’s death. It means that we receive. . 


Christ. It means that his body and blood 
were given for us. It means union with 
him, and constant feeding upon him. It 
means that he is our life. Because he lives, 
we also live (John 14:19). The bread 
and the cup mean a participation in the 
body and the blood of our Lord (1 Cor. 
10:16). Christ’s farewell message was an 
unfolding of the meaning of this great fact ; 
as the vine and the branches are one, so 
are we one in Christ. As the body is one, 
so are we members of his body. This 
union is madé actual by the Holy Spirit. 
Our union with Christ means also union 
with all other members of the body, and 
how gloriously this also is set forth in the 
Lord’s Supper. 


Lesson Outlines 
Four SALVATION FEASTS 


1. The Passover Supper: eating the : 


slain lamb, setting forth Christ our 
Passover. 
2. The Last Supper: Christ with his 


disciples, just before the Lamb of God» 


is slain, 

3. The Lords Supper: The risen 
€hrist meeting with his people, showing 
forth his death till he come. 

4. The New Supper: The marriage 
supper of the Lamb, and complegion of 
our union with Christ. 


WorrtHiLy PARTAKING 


1. Preparation of heart. 2. Reverent 
partaking. 3. Meditation on the meaning. 
4. Feeding by faith on Christ. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Passover. Four cups of wine, min- 
gled with water, were taken at the Pass- 
over feast. The third cup, taken after the 
participants had finished eating the lamb, 
was called “the cup of blessing.” This is 
judged to be the point at which the Lord 
took the cup (1 Cor. 10:16). How mar- 
velous that the people of God for fifteen 
hundred years kept this as a memorial of 
the blood of the lamb in Egypt, and as 
pointing forward to its fulfillment in the 
Lamb of God, and then the feast gives 
place to the Lord’s Supper in remembrance 
of the true Lamb of God. 


Roman Catholic Perversions. The Ro- 
man. ‘Church teaches “transubstantiation,” 
the view that when the bread and wine are 
consecrated by the priest, these elements 
are miraculously and literally changed into 
the .actual body and blood of Christ. But 


his body: was before them, when: he: ‘said: 
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iain Aorgivefiess for our sins, and seek- 
ing new obedience to the Lord, then we are 
partaking in a wea | ne (cf. 1 Cor. 


Sunday School Times Co: * 323-327 N.S N if 
Thirteenth Street, "Philadelphia. at 10 cents’ we GREGAI ah a, 33}"34 


a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
& May 26.—The Lord’s Supper. Matthew 

26 : 17-30; 1 Corinthians pi : 23-29 
9. June 2—Our Day of Worship. Genesis 


2:2, 3; Exodus 20:8-11; Psalm 
1003 John 4:20-24; Acts 20:7; 
Colossians 3 : 15-17 


10. June 9.—The Holy Spirit (Pentecost 
Lesson). Joel 2: 28, 29; Luke 11 :9- 
13; John 3: 8-8; 14:16, 17, 26; 15: 
26, 27; 16: 7-15; Acts 2: 1-21, 32, 33; 
Romans 8 : 1-17, 26, 27; 1 Corinthians 
312:1-13; Ephesians 1:13, 143 3: 
14-21; 4: 1-6, 30 
11. June 16.—Christian Stewardship. Deu- 
teronomy 8: 11-20; Malachi 3: 7-12; 
Matthew 25 : 14-30; : Corinthians 16: 
2; 2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9:15 
12. —_ 23.—Christian Missions. Genesis 
1-3; Isaiah 4§ : 22; 49:6; Jonah 
by ™ 10; Matthew 28 : 19, 20; Acts z% 
6-8; 13 : 1-12; 16: 6-10; 26: 
13. June 30.—Liberty Under Law (Temper- 
ance Lesson). 
Romans 14 : 13-21; 1 Corinthians 8 : 9-13 
Third Quarter 
1. July 7—Moses (Leader and Lawgiver). 
Exodus, Chapter 24 
2. July 14.—Naomi (A Woman of Faith 
and Courage). .....s.essseeees Book of Ruth 
3. July 21.—David (The Great-Hearted). 
1 Samuel 26 : 5-12; 2 Samuel 1 : 23-27; 
23 2 14-17 
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of the bread, “This is my body.” His blood 
was in his veins, when he said of the wine, 
“This is my blood.” Another Catholic 
perversion is withholding the cup from the 
laity, from the fear that a drop of the actual 
blood of Christ might be spilled and pro- 
faned. They claim that since the blood is 
in the body, both are received with the 
bread. Withholding the cup was not a law 
till the Council of Constance, A. D. 1415. 
Most serious of the perversions is their 
making of the Lord’s Supper not only an 
ordinance, but a sacrifice, calling it the 
Mass; the priest elevates the wafer, which 
they claim is Christ’s body, called the 
“host,” or sacrificial victim, and offers it 
as a continually repeated sacrifice (cf. 
Heb, 10: 12-14). 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Do we eagerly desire to take part in the 
Lord’s Supper? With eager, longing de- 
sire the Lord approached ‘the last Pass- 
over. The fellowship with these disciples, 
and the sacrifice he was to make for them, 
and for us, meant everything to him. 
What should it mean to us? 

“This do in remembrance of me.” Chris- 
tians who love the Lord and yet do not 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper, because of 
the teaching of their denomination, should 
solemnly meditate upon this command of 
our Lord. He said, “This do.” 

Cultivate love and unity with all the 
brethren. Division and lack of love are 
never so hideous as at the Lord’s table. 

Put Christ on a solitary throne, and sep- 
arate from all religions of men. In these 
days when enemies of the cross are seek- 
ing to have us “share” the good things in 
other religions, let us remember the words 
of Paul in connection with the Lord’s Sup- 
per, that we cannot drink of the cup of the 
Lord and the cup of demons (read 1 Cor. 
10: 20, 21). 


Come to the table: with humility, but 


not with fearfulness or a spirit of con- 
demnation. If we come with humble hearts, 


> qbivenomd, peeache = central facts of our 
ome 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


In the Lord’s Supper we show forth the 
Lord’s death till he come; therefore, in our 
witnessing, let us preach the precious blood, 
and the blessed hope of his return. 

The Lord’s Supper spells separation and 
union; separation from the world and from 
all other religions; union with Christ, and 
with our fellow believers. 

The last supper was the first Lord’s Sup- 
per, and it pointed forward to the new sup- 
per, the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

The incarnation of Christ, his atoning 
death, his resurrection, his ascension, his 
coming again, all have one great end’ in 
view: the union of God our Saviour with 
his redeemed people. 


The Lord’s Supper is not only a memo- 
rial before men, but a memorial before the 
angels, and before God himself. 

Each time we come to the Lord’s table 
should mark a new beginning of richer fel- 
lowship with Christ, of deeper spiritual 
life, of more abounding love for our fel- 
low Christians. 


We feed by faith; as the bread and the 


fruit of the vine become part of our physi- 
cal bodies, so do we really partake of Christ 
spiritually. 
Cotumsia, S. C. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,—Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HY should the Lord’s Supper be a time 

of spiritual strengthening ? 

Compare the two deliverances symbol- 
ized by the Passover Feast and the Lord’s 
pig 


- Who instituted the Passover Feast and - 


the “Lord ’s Supper? 


What is the first record, following our. 


tants ascension, showing that the disciples 
celebrated the Lord’s Supper? What char- 


acteristic of the practice is specially men- 


tion 

5. The account in Matthew describes the 
Supper, but does not command the disciples 
to keep it as an ordinance. How do we know 
that Christ intended his Church to observe 
the Lord’s Supper? 

6. Can you mention wherein the ordinance 
of baptism is similar to that of the Lord’s 
Supper, and wherein the two. ordinances 
differ ? 

7. The Last Supper was held at night; does 
this mean we should observe the Lord’s Sup- 
per in the evening? 

8. Does the fact that unleavened bread was 
used at the Passover mean that we should use 
unleavened bread in the Lord’s Supper? 

9. Should a minister ever withhold the 
Lord’s Supper from his people because he 
considers them unworthy to partake? 

10. What great commentary on the meaning 
of the Lord’s Supper did Christ give after the 
Last Supper? What great commentary did 
he give at a previous time in his ministry? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 331 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 


ing and carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 


sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 


The Real Absence.—This do in remem- 
brance of me (Golden Text). In a com- 
ment on the words of the institution of the 
Lord’s Supper, “This do in remembrance 
of me,” attention is called to the fact that 
there is here a real absence, not a real 
presence; that we are to recall Christ’s 
former presence and await his coming.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Two Looks.—Till he come (1 Cor. 
11:26). No Christian has a right to ig- 
nore the Blessed Hope of the Church of 
Jesus Christ. When we partake of the 
Lord’s Supper we look two ways. We 
look behind us to the cross, and we look 
before us to the glory—From the King’s 
Business. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio, 


Hard for God to Forgive?—For this és 
my blood of the new testament, which és 
shed for many for the remission of sins 
(Matt. 26:28). Some time ago at an East 
Northfield summer conference, the noted 
Harry Emerson Fosdick attempted to show 
at some length that it was hard for God 
to forgive. The following day from the 
same platform the unpretentious Mel Trot- 
ter solved the mystery by explaining that 
it was not only hard, but utterly impossible 
for God to forgive unless sin was first 
judged in Christ‘on the cross. The Mod- 
ernist leader had lost an important link 
out of his theology. The cross is the sym- 
bol of Christianity. Every Christian ex- 
perience is related to the shed blood of 
Jesus.—From “Seven Sermons on Sancti- 
fication,” by A. E. Siuernagel. Sent by 
Miss B. Steinman, Wellesley, Ont., Can. 


Blood Salvation For 
this is my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission 
of sins (v. 28). A case is described by a 
prominent and very skillful physician, when 
transfusion of blood was tried in order to 
save a life—a little child, upon whom 
every art of the medical profession had 
been used in vain. Death was near and 
seemed inevitable, and the transfusion of 
healthy blood was suggested as a last re- 
sort. The child’s father volunteered to 
give the blood needed; and, with every 
precaution, slowly but steadily the life- 
current from a vein in the strong man’s 
arm was conducted into the blood stream 
of the almost dying child. The operation 
successfully completed, there came a sur- 
prise; the doctor said: “The child was 
well at once. There was no convalescence. 
I never .before saw such a_ recovery!” 
What an illustration this is of the soul’s 


Is at: 
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cure! Dying of sin, all other means in- 
effectual, receiving the life of God in place 
of the old polluted life .. . and the father’s 
love and sacrifice, just a faint suggestion 
of the cost of our new life!—From Charles 
G. Trumbull, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 
Prize illustration. 


The Soldier’s Epitaph.—For this is my 
blood of the new testament (v. 28). This 
“Soldier’s Epitaph” was frequently quoted 
by Spurgeon: 


In earlier years I shed my blood 

Both for my King and for my country’s good; 
In later.years it was my pride to be 

Soldier to Him who shed His blood for me. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Song of Songs.—And when they 
had sung an hymn, they went out into the 
mount of olives (v. 30). A father was 
telling to his little daughter the story of 
the love of Jesus, when the child inter- 
rupted him to ask, “Papa, did Jesus sing?” 
This verse answers the question, for surely 
the loved voice of the Master must have 
led them in that song at the close of the 
Last Supper.—From the Christian Union 
Herald. Sent by Emma V. Schooley, In- 
dianola, Ia. 

we 


To know more of ourselves, and to know 
meanwhile no more of God, makes our 
present anguish and desolation.—Dora 
Greenwell. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard _ 


A Prayer Before the -Lesson.—Our Father, 
how may we approach this lesson with any due 
appreciation of its wonderful meaning? We 
have often sat at the Lord’s table. We have 
felt the solemn hush in the church when the 
elements were served. We have sung hymns 
during the service that have touched our 
hearts, and we have prayed that we might so 
enter into the spirit of the hour that we should 
not miss its deep spiritual lessons, and the 
reality of communion with our Lord Jesus. 
Thou knowest, however, that our thoughts wan- 
der, the sounds of the world, the problems of 
the past week, — perhaps even doubts and fears 
for the week to come break in upon that hour 
in ways that impair the spiritual vision that 
we should have. Help us to understand, in an 
ever deepening way, what it means to observe 
this feast of remembrance, this renewing of 
our covenant with him who gave us the new 
covenant in his own precious blood shed for 
many for the remission of sins. Forgive our 
dullness, Lord, and enable us to see thee as 
our host with whom we enter into communion 
in that precious hour. In thy dear name, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When we remember 
that the Lord’s Supper brings us face to 
face with the Saviour in the sacrifice of 
himself for our sins, and in our place, no 
wonder we are humbled as we gather for 
the Communion service in remembrance of 
him. John MacNeil used to point out that 
there was at least one man at the time of 
the crucifixion who realized what the sub- 
stitutionary death of Christ meant,— 
Barabbas, the criminal who was released 
instead of Jesus. Barabbas saw his sub- 
stitute, and we, too, can with spiritual vision 
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see our substitute, as.we join in the Lord’s 
Supper, and as wé sing the loved hymns, 
or bow our heads jin silent prayer for the 
personal needs that come so sharply and 
clearly to the mind at such a time. Yes, 
there are needy ones around us for whom 
we should pray, for a true Communion 
service is very personal. It is an intimate 
meeting with our Lord, and we turn away 
from it refreshed and strengthened for 
the days to come. How good it is to be 
able in this special way to remember him, 
until he come! Let us pray. 





THIS DO 


IN REMEMBRANCE OF HIM 


TILL HE COME 











ne 
_ The Busy Men's Comer 
i By William H. Ridgway 


_ Unknown Intimates.—Go ito the city 
to such @ man, and say unto him, ...1 
will keep the passover at thy house (Matt. 
26:18). Mr. Such A Man, one of the 
Lord Jesus’ private friends. Jesus had 
twelve public friends. They were with 
him that night for the passover supper. 
Apparently these public friends had axes 
to grind. Two of them were discovered 
pulling wires for a right and left place 
‘of good jobs and the rest “were moved 
with indignation” when they found John 
and James had gotten in their applications 
first. One of the company was to deny 
him with oaths, another was to betray him, 
and when the Temple police arrested him 
“all . . . forsook him, and fled” (Matt. 
20:21, 24). 

- Yes, Mr. Office Holder, your political 
“friends,” yes, Mr. Business Man, your 
commercial “friends,” yes, Mr. Upper 
Crust, your social “friends,” how sure 
are you they are all wool and a yard wide? 
Ask the man who has needed friends. Yes, 
E- guess so! 

When the late President Coolidge came 
to the throne he was surrounded with Bos- 
ton, New York, and Washington friends, 
men in high places, and good men, too. 
But the Mr. Such A One upon whom Mr. 
Coolidge could certainly rely, and whose 
company and talk he sought and could 
enjoy, was the modest Yankee cobbler. 
And speaking of -cobblers, Mr. Lloyd 
George got his religion and political sagac- 
ity from a humble Welsh cobbler. Do you 
know the names of these cobblers? Neither 
do I! 

When Mr. Charles Penrose of Huston 
& Penrose, now Lukens Steel Company, 
went hunting he always took Mr. Such 
A One with him, whose real name was 
Mart Smith. Mart was a mill man who 
could neither read nor write, but he was 
an expert in wood craft and story telling. 
The boy begins life by being chummy 
with the hired man, and all his days is 
likely to have enjoyable real friends his 
own “set” never know or suspect. Joseph 
of Arimathea (Mark 15: 43). 


“Is It 127”—Lord, ts it I? ... He that 
dippeth his hand with me in the dish (vs. 
22, 23). I believe the Lord Jesus was 
thus hinting to Judas that he knew of his 
contemplated treachery. 
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‘In my day at Old -Siwash the use of 

tobacco was forbidden on pain of expul- 
sion. When the janitors began to find 
signs of tobacco about the building we 
would get a philippic at morning collec- 
tion (Quaker Chapel). At the conclusion 
of his remarks the President would say, 
“I want to see at my office immediately 
after this collection all those who have 
been breaking the rule of the college in 
the matter of using tobacco. I have the 
name of every one of the guilty right here 
in my pocket.” And old Prexy would 
significantly slap his breast pocket. 

As many. of us as could would crowd 
into his office, "fess up, and promise to 
be good (with mental reservations in the 
usual school boy style). We were dumb 
freshmen and sophomores, and it was not 
till later we got on to the fact that dear 
old Prexy Magill had a college catalogue 
in that breast pocket in which was printed 
the name of every student! 

Here is the point I am trying to make. 
Every one of us was in the “Is it I?” 
position, and we did not dare take any 
chances. Like the disciples, we knew. our 
weakness, and besides we all loved and 
honored: dear Dr. Magill, the man who 
made Swarthmore College. 

The disciples loved Jesus and were tak- 
ing no chances, hence the “Is it I?” Here 
is a striking fact, the “tobacco hounds” of 
that day are total abstainers from the 
weed today, and the ten disciples died for 
their Lord. 

The “Piece,” the “Snack,” the “Tea.” 
—Until that day when I drink it new with 
you in my Father's kingdom (v. 29). In 
past years, when treating of “The Lord’s 
Supper,” the bread and the wine and their 
significance have been referred to. The 
other lesson writers will likely do it this 
time. I want to call attention to a little 
side light I have never seen mentioned 
in the connection. This verse points to it. 

Out here in the countryside among the 
farmers, whose occupation gets them up 
early in the morning, a great account is 
made of the “middle morning piece.” In 
harvest time it is brought out and served 
in the field, like as not under the shadow 
of a friendly tree. The real meal of the 
day is the dinner, to which the horn or 
bell or gong invites at high noon. 

In the city the main meal of the day is 
the “dinner” in the evening. In place of 
the country “piece” is the city “snack,” 
cup 0’ coffee an’ a sinker, perhaps pie and 
milk for the morning or toast and tea for 
mid afternoon. Ditto on board the liner. 

If you are not “in” on the “piece,” the 

“snack,” and the “tea,” you are not likely 
to be “in” on the important dinner. 
- Yes, you’ve guessed it. The real Lord’s 
Supper will be when he drinks it new 
with us in his Father’s Kingdom. The 
marriage supper of the Lamb, the Church 
his bride (Rev. 19:9). The time: monthly, 
quarterly, or whenever we gather with our 
morsel of bread and sip of wine, which 
we find so spiritually refreshing in the 
toil of the daily life. The “piece” and the 
“snack” and the “tea” that keeps us alert 
at our work. Until that Great Day when 
washed and clothed with our wedding gar- 
ments we shall sit with him and hear him 
say from his seat at the head of the table, 
“Enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Rev, 
7:14; Matt. 25: 21). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S, Low -. 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Have broken bread and a cup to illus- 
trate this lesson. A cross on which to print 
the Memory Verse (Exod. 20:8) makes a 
good reminder to take home. 











a a little child moves away 
from the town which has been his 
home, and the mother tells him he may 
have a little party for his friends before 
they leave. He thinks of all the boys 
and girls at school and Sunday school 
and in the neighborhood, and he invites 
a crowd. At the close of the party, there 
is a snapshot of him to give each little 
guest, to remember him by, after he is 
gone, 

Our lesson today is about a farewell 
supper, and it wasn’t a happy party, — it 
was sad. It was Christ’s farewell supper 
for his disciples, — the men who had lived 
and worked with him for three years. He 
was going away, he was going to be cru- 
cified. It was a strange supper, just two 
things on the table, the bread and the wine. 
Christ took the bread and broke it into 
little pieces, and told them it was a picture 
of his broken body. (On the, cross, cruel 
men drove nails through his hands and 
feet.) Then he took the cup of wine, and 
told them it showed forth his shed blood. 
(A soldier pierced his side with, a. spear, 
and his blood flowed out.) And he told 
them: to eat the bread and-drink the . wine. 
I know you have.all wendered. why we 
have the Lord’s Supper. in the church, or 
the Communion service, as some churches 
call it. : 

Now you see what the bread and the 
wine are pictures of, and Christ commanded 
those who believe in him, and love him, 
to have this service, to remember him, un- 
til he comes back to earth again. The 
bread and the wine are a reminder, like 
the picture you give your friends; they 
remind you of the suffering Saviour dying 
on the cross for our sins, that we through 
him might have eternal life. And we never 
want to forget this. When Christ comes 
again, we will not .need. this service, for 
we will see him in all his glory. 

This Supper is just for those who believe 
in Christ and accept him as their Saviour, 
for they are his friends. You know you in- 
vited just your friends to your farewell 
party. Christ had just his disciples to this 
first celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and 
it is still for his disciples. 

Are you a disciple? You need not wait 
till you are grown up. Why not now? 

Monesto, CAL. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for May 96) 


1. Not only should the Lord’s Supper re- 
mind us of- his death until he comes, but it 
should remind us that Christ is the Bread of 
Life and the true Vine, and that he gives us 
the water of life. It should be a time of 
i ara when we realize that Christ is all 
in all. 

2. The Passover Feast commemorated the 
deliverance of the Israelites from the bondage 
of Egypt; the Lord’s Supper commemorates 
the deliverance of sinners from the bondage 


of sin. 
3. God the Father and God the’ Son. 
4. In Acts 2: 42 and 46 it is recorded that 
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“they continued steadfastly in the apostles 
doctrine and. fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers’; also that they con- 
tinued “daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from house to house.” 


5. Christ commanded the disciples: ‘This 
do in remembrance of me” (Luke 22: 19). 
Paul had a special revelation to give this ordi- 
nance to the churches, especially to the Gen- 
tile churches (1 Cor, 11:23). The church 
from the beginning observed the ordinance, a 
practice that can only be explained by the 
command of the Lord and the aposties. 

6. Baptism is an initial ordinance, to be 
performed only oncc. The Lord’s Supper is 
to be observed repeatedly. Both ordinances 
set forth the great message of union with 
Christ. In there are physical elements 
used; in both, that which gives effectiveness 
is the supernatural presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit. As baptism replaced the 
circumcision of the Old Covenant, the Lord’s 
Supper replaced the Passover. 

7. The Lord said nothing of the time when 
the Supper was to be observed, and the fact 
that the Passover was held at night would not 
mean that the same should be done with the 
Lord’s Supper, which is an entirely new ordi- 
nance. 

8. Unleavened bread was very especially 
commanded for the Passover, but it is not 
commanded for the Lord’s Supper; most 
churches therefore do not count it essential. 
Many churches also regard “the fruit of the 
vine” to be suitable even though it is not 
fermented wine. 

9. The minister is not the judge. Each be- 
liever should examine himself and be the judge 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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before the Lord as to whether he comes witir 
a humble, contrite heart. No Christian con- 
siders himself worthy, but this is not what 

aul means by “an unworthy manner.” Some 
of the Corinthians were drunken; gluttonness, 
and full of pride, and to partake in that state 
was an unworthy manner of celebrating the 
Lord’s Supper. 


10. The farewell message in John 14 to 
16 reveals the meaning of union with the 
risen Lord. The message on the bread of 
life in John 6, while not directly referrin 
to the Lord’s Supper, sets forth the spiritual 
meaning of feeding on Christ. 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Broken Body. 

Discussion: Recall for consideration other 
memoria! feasts and appointed days for 
commemorating important events, and com- 
pare (or contrast) with the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper. 


Objective: Securing the blessing the Lord 
designed in the Lord’s Supper, 


AY, fellows, we are thinking of an- 
other symbol today—two symbols, 
the symbol of the broken body and the 
symbol of the shed blood of our Lord. 
The one is bread and the other wine; 
and when we speak of wine we are refer- 
ring to the unfermented juice of the grape. 
When the Lord Jesus instituted the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, he took 
bread and blessed it, then broke it with his 
fingers, saying as he handed it to the dis- 
ciples, “Take, eat: this is my body, which 
is broken for you: this do in remembrance 
of me” (1 Cor, 11:24). Likewise he said 
of the wine as he handed them the cup: 
“This cup is the new testament in my 
blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of me” (v. 25). 

Now, fellows, the bread and the wine 
you eat and drink at the Communion table 
are just ordinary elements of food, but in 
that ceremony, with God’s blessing upon 
them, asked and received, they become 
tokens of a spiritual contact with that 
precious broken body of our Lord. By the 
breaking of that body in death, it was made 
possible that you and I, sinners before 
God and under condemnation of death, can 
stand justified in his presence — forgiven, 
redeemed, cleansed, saved. 

So when you and I sit at the Lord’s 
table, the Communion table, and with a 
humble sense of our sinfulness and in re- 
pentance for it, and trusting in his grace, 
eat the bread and drink the wine, we do 
show forth the Lord’s death—the reason 
for it and the manner of it—and by that 
act we are permitted in a spiritual sense 
to appropriate his broken body to our spir- 
itual need. 

Thus, fellows, we see that in this sacra- 
ment, as in the one we studied last week, 
the sacrament of baptism, our Lord has 
in his marvelous consideration arranged 
by simple and clearly defined symbols a 
way for us to celebrate understandingly 
an event that is more precious to us than 
life—for by it we have eternal life! — 
and he has asked us to do it “in remem- 
brance” of him. 

We sing a song, “Christ liveth in me.” 
When we partake of the bread and wine 
at the Communion table, we are remind- 
ing ourselves afresh, and in a_ beautiful 
way, of that greatest of all “life facts”: 
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that we can go here and there —or we can 
stay, as the case may be—knowing that 
in us lives, animates, and moves the’ very 
presence of our Christ. ; 
We could never do this thing lightly. 
When we sit at the Communion table a 
holy hush must come over our hearts. It 
is the time of a peculiar and a spiritual 
contact that we have at no other time. 
Therefore, let us prepare for it — in prayer. 
Let us ask the Lord Jesus at that time 
to make himself so real to us that we 
could never doubt his presence — even more 
real than he was to the disciples as he 
sat with them in the flesh—for they did 
not fully understand at that moment, and 
it has been given unto us to see him and 
know him more clearly than they did. 
When you take part in the communion 
of the Lord’s Supper, you are bearing tes- 
timony to several vital facts: 1. That you 
are a sinner saved by grace; 2, That Jesus 
Christ died to be your Saviour; 3. That 
you have enthroned him as your King; 4. 


That you are loyal to him and that you 


cannot forget him—and do not want to; 
5. That you are under obligation to bear 
your faithful witness to his saving and 
keeping power. 

GreEnsBoRO, N. C, 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the . 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps to accompany Unit III and Unit 
V of the Preliminary Course of this As- 
sociation. In addition to the thousands con- 
tinuing this course in church and commu- 
nity classes or correspondence schools in 
which they are already enrolled, this affords 
a favorable opportunity for new students 
to take up the work. The Preliminary 
Training Course is offered in six Units 
and a certificate of credit is awarded at 
the completion of each. This permits new 
students to enroll at any time for any part 
of the course, and receive credit Unit by 
Unit toward a teacher’s certificate. The 
New Testament Books are the content of 
the twelve lessons of Unit Ili; Pedagogy 
is taken up in Unit V. For information 
concerning the organization of a church or 
community class, or enrollment in a cor- 
respondence school, address Clarence H. 
Benson, Secretary, Evangelical- Teacher 
Training Association, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago. 


Lesson 8. The New Testament 
By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 


1 TrmorHy 


IRST TIMOTHY, the first of three 

“pastoral letters,” was written to 
Paul’s child in the faith, who at that time 
was an apostolic delegate to Ephesus, The 
following practical subjects are dealt with 
in this personal letter: Prayer, especially 
in public devotions; Behavior of Christian 
women, and the position of women in ‘the 
Church; Questions of clothing and jewelry; 
the Christian and money; Character of 
ministers and church officers; Widows in 
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maid 
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the Church; Prophecies concerning the last 
days, and their relation to present living. 

“Faithful saying” is a characteristic ex- 
pression (1:15; 3:1; 4:9), which occurs 
also in 2 Timothy and in Titus. “Sound 
doctrine” is another characteristic phrase 
(1:10; 6:3); it joins healthful teaching 
with godly living, thus suggesting the gen- 
eral theme of the Letter. 


2 TrmoTrHy 


i ge great interest of Second Timothy 
is the fact that it is Paul’s last message, 
containing his glorious testimony: “I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith” (4:7). The 
Letter is most personal, referring to Tim- 
othy’s training, and exhorting him to hold 
fast and to suffer hardship with Paul as 
a good soldier. Enemies are entering into 
the Church, and this leads Paul to the 
main theme of the Epistle, the apostasy 
of the last days. How significant that in- 
stead of predicting the triumph of the 
Church in converting the world, Paul paints 
a fearful picture of the grievous times that 
shall come in the last days, a picture that 
describes our own day very strikingly. 
Against this background, Timothy is ex- 
horted to abide in the Scriptures, and there 
follows the great statement concerning the 
God-breathed Word (3: 16). 


Titus - 

AUL left -Titus in Crete, probably as 

an apostolic delegate, rather than a 
pastor. He writes to him concerning the 
organization of the church, and especially 
in view of the unruly people with whom 
he has to do. He makes his famous quo- 
tation from a heathen poet Epimenides, who 
calls the Cretans “liars, evil beasts, idle 
gluttons.” But Titus is to adorn the doc- 
trine, and present the grace of God that is 
able to transform even such as_ these. 
Paul’s charge culminates in the glorious 
statement of the grace of God in its past 
appearance, in its power in the present age, 
and in its future “blessed hope” (2: 11-14). 


Lesson 8. Making the Application 
By Clarence H. Benson é y 


EBs can be no real teaching without 
learning, and there can be no learning 
apart from the response of the pupil. 
Teaching, unlike preaching, is not telling. 
but getting a response. Preaching is 
broadcasting — only those who have ears 
tuned in will hear. Teaching is telephon- 
ing — those who are called must respond. 
The teaching process is not complete until 
the pupil reproduces in his own ming the 
truth to be learned. If an appreciation 
ef truth is to’ be acquired, the pupil must 
evaluate the instruction in his own mind. 
If it is a skill to be appropriated, the pupil 
must express in his own life the act to be 
learned. The'learning becomes the pupil’s 
very own, only as he reacts in his very own 
way. While the educational process must 
begin with the acquisition of knowledge, it 
must end with its application. 

However, one needs to exercise caution 
at this point or he will be carried off his 
feet by those who, in their zeal for the 
application of truth, have lost sight of its 
acquisition. Undoubtedly in days gone by 
we have overlooked the child in our desire 
te impart the knowledge of God’s Word. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Modern educators have lost sight of the 


Bible in focusing their attention on the 
experiences of the child. They have inti- 
mated that the contents of a book written 
centuries ago were not suited for modern 
application. But the Bible is the change- 
less Book for the changing age. All Scrip- 
ture is profitable for instruction, and when 
properly applied, the man of God will be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works. It is not the content of the lesson 
so much as the preparation and training 
of the teacher that. determines whether the 
pupil will apply the instruction to his own 
life, 

A trained teacher will fully recognize 
that his task is not complete until the in- 
struction has been applied. Therefore, in- 
stead of attempting to prepare teachers for 
a particular Bible lesson, pastors and super- 
intendents should see the importance of 
training them to make an application of 
their own preparation. And in the prepara- 
tion. of the lesson, the teacher will -not 
merely study the portion of Scripture to be 
taught, but its application to the particular 
needs of each member of the class. Only 
the teacher in his close relationship with 
the pupil can discover these needs, therefore 


all application fails when the teacher fails. 





[ Children at Home | 


Twice-Bom Children 








V. Quarrelsome Peggy 


By Bertha B. Moore 


This is the fifth of a series of true stories, 
appearing once a month. 


“6 YRANNY, I’ve been praying for a 

classmate of mine for a long time, 
and he isn’t saved yet,” began John soberly 
one night in the Joy Shop. 

“Just keep on praying, John. Because 
God is delaying the answer to your prayer 
does not mean that he does not hear. I 
have often prayed a long time for some 
one before salvation came,” said Granny- 
Tell-A-Story. 

“Tell us about one of them,” coaxed 
Helen, drawing her chair nearer. 

“Tl tell you about Peggy. She was 
one of the girls who came to our moun- 
tain mission school during my first years 
there. I recall her arrival. Her mother 
brought her, driving the mules hitched to 
a covered wagon. Peggy’s few belongings 
were in a clean flour sack. She was about 
twelve years old, tall, awkward, arms too 
long for her sleeves, and legs that seemed 
to get tangled up as she walked. She 
wore her haid in two tight pigtails down 
her back, and altogether she was an un- 
attractive child. Her eyes were beautiful, 
big and brown, but when she came, she 


so often scowled. Her mother was a gen- - 


tle little woman, a Christian, who was 
anxious for her daughter tc have an edu- 
cation. Her father was a dreadful drunk- 
ard, with a hot temper which Peggy had 
inherited. For some reason I fell in love 
with the girl from the beginning. 

“Not many of the others seemed to love 
her. She was sullen, often angry and 
quarrelsome, and generally hard to. man- 
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age. She seemed unhappy. We teachers 
all prayed for her, ‘making: heria special 
object of prayer. Gradually she seemed to 
fit. into' the life of the school ‘a little bet- 
ter. We fixed her hair:nicely: and gave 
her some dresses that fit her. As she saw 
how well she could look, she began to take 
an interest in her appearance, But she still 
was easily made angry, and when she was, 
she was a little terror. 

“It was after one of her attacks of tem- 
per that she was sent to me for punishment. 
My heart ached for the poor child. I 
knew she needed the Lord Jesus to help 
her overcome that temper. Instead of pun- 
ishing her, I gathered her into my arms 
and pulled her down upon my lap. She 
was surprised, and did not respond to my 
treatment at first. But as I talked to her, 
avoiding the thing she had been sent to me 
for, she began to soften. She had gone 
through two meetings that we had had at 
the school. The way of salvation had been 
presented plainly. She knew with her head 
what it meant to be a Christian, but she 
did not have heart-knowledge. I talked to 
her about the Lord Jesus. Finally I asked 
her the important question, ‘Peggy, don’t 
you want to be a Christian?’ 

“‘Oh, I’d like to be,’ she cried, “but Tm 
too mean! I’m such a bad girl that Jesus 
never could love me. I can’t help being so 
bad. My daddy gets mad like this, and so 
do I. I can’t help it. I’m mad all over 
before I hardly know it. But Jesus never 
could love me!’ 

“So that was her trouble! I reached for 
my Bible. ‘Here’s a letter from the Lord 
Jesus in here to you,’ I told her. 

“She looked at me doubtfully. ‘A letter 
from him to me?’ she asked. 

“Let me read some of it to you,’ I re- 
plied, opening my Book to Isaiah 1:18: 
‘Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
thongh they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.’ From there I turned to 
Ezekiel 36:26 and 27, ‘A new heart also 
will I give you, and a new spirit will I 
put within you: and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will 
give you an heart of flesh. And FE will put 
my spirit within you, and cause you to walk 
in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judg- 
ments and do them.’ Then quickly I opened 
to the New Testament, to 1 Timothy 1: 
15: ‘This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners; of whom I 
am chief.’ 

“ ‘Peggy,’ I said, ‘Paul said he was the 
chief of sinners. I suspect there have been 
many men and women and even boys and 
girls who have felt as Paul felt. But the 
Lord Jesus was ready and willing and able 
to save Paul, and he is the same Saviour 
now that he was then. He is just as ready 
to forgive you as he was to forgive Paul. 
Listen again.” Then I read Luke 19: 10: 
‘For the Son of man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost.’ ‘All that the 
Father giveth me shall come to me; and 
him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out’ (John 6: 37). 

“She soon realized that the Lord Jesus 
loved. even her. With tears in her eyes, 
she looked at me and said, ‘I want to be a 
Christian. Will you pray for me?’ 

“We knelt beside my bed. ‘Peggy, you 
need to pray for yourself, I told her. ‘The 
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Lord Jesus is waiting for you to speak. I 
have been praying ever since you came to 
South Mountain, and I shall continue to 
pray. But you pray now.’ 

“She was weeping, but the Lord Jesus 
hears through our tears and he heard her. 
As she prayed, she became quieter and 
finally, lifting her face and drying her eyes, 
she smiled at me as she said, ‘It’s all right. 
Jesus does love me, and I love him.’ 

“So, John, keep on praying. ‘In due 
time’ the Lord will hear if you are faith- 
ful.” 

(To be continued) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer _Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











June 2. Jesus as a Man of Prayer. Mark 1: 
35; 11 : 20-26. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, May 26 


What Shall We Do about Social 
Injustices? (Matt. 25 : 42, 43) 





Mon.—Help the unfortunate (Jas. 1 : 27). 

Tues.—Relieve the oppressed (Luke 10: 
25-37). 

Wed.—Resist money-mad men (John 2: 


13-17). 
Thurs.—Fight alcohol (Prov. 23 : 29-35). 
Fri.—Shun class distinctions (Acts 10 : 34). 
Sat.—Courageous abandon (Matt. 8 : 34- 











T IS well that, as Christians, we should 

recognize three different types of social 
betterment work. One type proceeds from 
the heart of unregenerate man. The nature 
inherited from our forefather Adam, while 
a fallen one, nevertheless retained some of 
the morally good elements with which 
Adam was endowed when God created him 
perfect. 

These elements may, under certain con- 
ditions, produce a kind of good works, 
even though they are in most instances 
hopelessly overwhelmed by the morally 
bad side of umregenerate man’s nature. 
Hence, occasionally we find individuals, 
wholly pagan at heart, yet nevertheless 
seeking to alleviate human suffering or 
improve social conditions. 


The second type of social betterment 
work comes as a reflection of the teach- 
ings of Christianity. Men and women 
who have never accepted Christ person- 
ally, nevertheless, have been profoundly 
influenced by the example and teachings 
of Christ and have sought, on their own 
initiative and in. their own strength, to 
help their fellow men with better living 
conditions, education, hospitals, homes for 
the aged, and the like. Many of these 
have had noble ideals and deserve the 
highest praise for their efforts to make 
life more worth while for others. Yet 
their work cannot be termed Christian in 
the truest sense, for it is not motivated 
by hearts filled with love for Christ. 

Neither of these types of service, worthy 
though they may be of the praise. of men, 
can be counted as of any value by God 
(Isa. 64:6; Titus 3:5) as discharging 
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our responsibility to him, or as meriting 
his favor. 
ye 


Then there is a third type of social 
betterment that comes as a supernatural 
by-product of the lives of those who be- 
long to Christ, and who are seeking to 
do God’s will above everything else. We 
see this type of work in our home land 
among those who furnish food and lodg- 
ing and work for the unfortunate, not 
merely to relieve the physical suffering 
or to better the social conditions, but 
in order that these men and women might 
be brought to Christ, who alone can change 
the heart from which all social evils spring. 

We see this type of work being carried 
on at America’s Keswick, where men, 
suffering from the drink or drug habit, 
are given a clean home, healthful environ- 
ment, work in the out-of-doors, and free- 
dom from the evil surroundings and temp- 
tations of a large city, solely that God 
may have opportunity to change their 
hearts and to give them his strength 
through which alone they can live victori- 
ous over evil habits. 

We see this kind of betterment work 
in the mission field, as in New Guinea, 
where, under the direction of the New 
Guinea Evangelization Society, Inc., sav- 
ages, who have been accustomed to lazy, 
shiftless living and impossible moral con- 
ditions, are educated, given wholesome 
surroundings, and trained in occupations 
that will enable them to support them- 
selves and their families. Yet such work 
is kept wholly secondary to the all-im- 
portant work of preaching the Gospel that 
these men and women might have. eternal 
life. 

oe 


However, as Christians, we need to be- 
ware lest we excuse coldness or lack of 
love and concern for our fellow men on 
the ground that our chief business is 
preaching the Gospel. The priest ahd the 
Pharisee who walked along the Jericho 
road, you will remember, were guilty of 
substituting religion for compassion. 

Our responsibility to social evils is to 
follow the example of our Lord and Mas- 
ter. He came for a definite purpose, — 
to die for the sins of the world. Yet, 
wherever he touched sin and suffering and 
social injustice, he spoke against it and 
sought to help the suffering ones. We 
never find him deviating in the slightest 
degree from his very purpose to go to 
the cross, in order to heal the sick or 
temporarily help the fallen. He never lost 
sight of the great fact that by dying on 
Calvary, hc was to help the suffering and 
downtrodden infinitely more than any single 
act of healing or sympathy could have done. 

So, in obedience to God, our first. con- 
cern must be to witness for the Lord 
Jesus and to win men and women to Christ. 
In the course of that witnessing, we shall 
find ample opportunity to alleviate suffer- 
ing and help the fallen. But such effort 
must never draw us from the great pur- 
pose of making Christ known. 

If Christ’s love is in our hearts we 
will be tender and compassionate, and eager 
to help those in need, remembering our 
Lord’s promise, “Whosoever shall give to 
drink unto one of these little ones a cup 
of cold water only in the name of a dis- 
ciple . . . shall in no wise lose his reward” 
(Matt. 10:42). We will--want to exer- 
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cise our power of the ballot and to tend 
our support wherever we can to righting 
social injustices, but never at the cost of 
interfering with presenting Christ as the 
Saviour of men and the only permanent 
solution for all man’s ills. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


“Having Obtained Help of 
God, | Continue Unto This Day” 


EVERAL remarkable records of Sunday 

school and church work are given in 
a recent letter to the Editor from Mrs. 
Mary Foster Bryner, formerly a SuNnpDAyY 
ScHoo. Times writer, and a Christian 
worker of long experience. She is also 
president in this country of the Algerian 
Mission Band. Mrs. Bryner’s letter fol- 
lows: 

“Miss Sally Benton presents a record of 
interest which cannot be surpassed: sixty- 
three continuous years a teacher in the 
same Sunday school, beginning a few 
months before the Uniform Lessons were 
adopted at the Indianapolis Convention in 
1872, and using them ever sitice, through 
about ten cycles of those lessons. From Feb- 
ruary 11, 1872, through February .10, 1035, 
she was absent only six times. Her motto 
must have been, ‘This one thing I do.’ 

“I cannot remember when I did not know 
her. I attended the reception and after 
tribute had been paid by the church, the 
Sunday school, and class, I gave an im- 
promptu tribute for our committee and the 
International Sunday School Association. 
Her sister Ella’s record of forty-one years 
as general secretary of that Sunday school 
of almost one thousand, and twenty-five 
years as Cradle Roll superintendent, is 
unique, 

“Within the past year in Peoria (Ill.), 
the First Methodist, the First Presbyterian, 
and the First Congregational churches have 
each celebrated the Centennials of their or- 
ganizations —all started in 1834. 

“Miss Julia Johnston of the First Pres- 
byterian Church was a teacher of little 
children in the same school for forty-one 

rs. 

“For the First Congregational Church, 
let me add that the Foster family has the 
longest continuous record. When my father 
completed his apprenticeship in England, 
he came when he was twenty years old to 
Peoria, and in 1850 united with the First 
Congregational Church. Twice he returned 
to England, and after his second trip 
brought Mother here as his bride. This 
is the immediate family since then, all of 
whom became church members: Father, 
Mother, Emily and Harry (older cousins, 
raised with us), Frank, Mary, Zillah, Ed- 
gar, Amanda, and Belle Foster. . .. 
Mother’s membership was sixty-six years. 

“I do think it is remarkable that our 
Algerian Band . . . has continued the sal- 
aries of two missionaries since 1907. We 
have no office, nor meetings, only corre- 
spondence and prayer to maintain interest. 
In December there came an inquiry from 
a stranger in Boston for study material, 
and this week a similar request from Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

“In February, 1934, I attended in Chicago 
the condensed quadrennial Convention of 
the International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation. It was my tenth International, the 
first being in Atlanta in 1899. I have at- 
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tended six World’s Sunday School: Conven- 
tions, beginning with London in 1898 and 
my last in Glasgow in 1924. I am glad 
to have known William Reynolds of Peoria, 
the first general secretary, 1887-1898; and 
to have worked with Marion Lawrance the 
greater part of his period, 1899-1922. ... 

“May I add in closing that I recall with 
pleasure the privilege of serving THE SuN- 
pAy ScHoo.t Times for twenty-two years, 
1902-1924.” 





| With the New Books | 





The Oxford Companion to 
English Literature 


Compiled and. edited by Sir Paul Har- 
vey, (Oxford University Press, 114 
Fifth Ave., New York City, $5.) 


HEN it is remembered that English 
literature has a history of one thou- 
sand years, and has been created by fifty 
generations of authors, some idea of the 
tremendous scope of this work may be 
formed. One can picture it as a reservoir 
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has turned innumerable streams flowing 
from the original writings and reference 
works of centuries. 

Book lovers will come here for bits of 
information, but they will soon find them- 
selves lost in its pages, as delightful mem- 
ories cluster around the old familiar names 
of the writers and characters. What lover 
of Dickens could turn to the “W” section, 
and see the name of Sam Weller, and then 
remember what he started to look for? He 
would find the name “Weller,” the name of 
a fictitious character (but how real he 
seems!), in ordinary bold type; and not 
far away he would find the last name of 
H. G. Wells printed in bold capitals, as 
are all the names of authors. The titles 
of literary works are printed in bold italics. 

‘According to the general scheme of the 
work, two main elements are included in 
one ‘alphabetical arrangement. One is a 
list of English authors, literary works, and 
literary societies, which have historical or 
present importance; and among these have 
been included a certain number of Ameri- 
can authors and their works. The other 
element is the explanation of allusions com- 
monly met with, or likely to be met with, 
in English literature. Brief biographical 
information is given concerning the authors, 
including dates, colleges, and the titles of 
their principal writings. 

Under the titles of books listed in the 
“Companion,” summaries of the plots are 
usually given. For instance, under “Gulli- 
ver’s Travels,” the compiler devotes a 
column to the story and purpose of Swift’s 
satire. Interesting examples of the ex- 
planations of general terms used in English 
literature are “pidgin, a Chinese corruption 
of the English word ‘business’”; and the 
cross reference under “piece of eight,” the 
well known coin of pirate stories, which 
refers the reader, perhaps to his surprise, 
to the word “dollar.” 

This valuable reference work, in one 
volume, should have a place in school, col- 
lege, and public libraries, in editorial offices, 
on the book shelves of teachers of. English, 


“simpleton” who decries our 
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and will be welcomed by all who love books 
and reading. 


“Other Little Ships.”” By T. T. Shields, 
(The Gospel Witness, 130 Gerrard St., To- 
ronto, Can., $1.50.) It is not at all difficult 
to credit the announcement regarding this 
book, — that three of its sermon-talks were 
each published four times in a noted re- 
ligious journal, the supply of copies in each 
case becoming immediately exhausted. A 
great variety of subjects is herein pre- 
sented: sometimes those particularly suited 
to young people, again, that which makes 
the theologian prick up his ears; here, a 
ready dart is thrust at the “philosophical 
“slaughter- 
house religion”; there, parents are shown 
the result of using such modernized com- 
mandments as, “ ‘Children, obey your par- 
ents’ —I’ll give you a penny if you do.” 
But most often the weary and disheartened 
are addressed, the Mr. Fearings and Ready- 
to-halts in church and home life, — those 
too seasick to crawl on deck and see that 
“other little ships” are likewise buffeted 
by storm of wind and wave. The book 
abounds in seed-thoughts: “There is a 
tendency to welcome all the inhabitants of 
Shunam and yet to have no place for the 
prophet of God.” “Never has God asked 
anyone to work for him, but with him.” 
These sermons are sound in exposition, 
inimitable in illustration, and brimful of 
well-mixed admonition and comfort. 


we 
The Lesson Paul Learned 
at Athens 


(Continued from second page) 


haps even on the evening of that memorable 
day. There is a striking resemblance in 
the phraseology of 1 Thessalonians 1:9, 
10 and the substance of Paul’s Athenian 
sermon. Thus: 


Acts 17 I Thess. 1:9, 10 


1. He saw the ci Ye turned to God 
wholly 44 to idol- from idols. 
vag (v. 16 

- giveth To serve the living 

e “ll life, and breath and true 

v. 2 

3. e hath ap- And to-wait for his 
pointed a day, in the Son from heaven... 
which he will judge the wrath to come. 
the world in _ right- 
eousness by that man 


dained (v. 31). 

4. In that he hath Whom he raised 
raised him from the from the dead. 
dead (v. 31). 

The Thessalonian verses are almost 2 
résumé of the Athenian sermon. One won- 
ders, too, if Paul did not exhibit in this 
Thessalonian Letter the misgivings as to 
method which are so clearly expressed in 
the letter to the Corinthians. “Our gospel 
came not unto you [Thessalonians] im word 
only, but also in power,” and the result 
was that “ye became followers of us, and 
of the Lord” (1 Thess. 1:5, 6), and he 
adds in chapter 2, verses 5 and 6, as if he 
had gone too far in deferring to the Athen- 
ians: “For neither at any time used we 
flattering words ... nor of men sought we 
glory.” In the account of his ministry to 
the Thessalonians (Acts 17:2, 3), we are 
given the emphasis which was so successful 
and which must be the basis of all true 
preaching: “Opening and alleging, that 
Christ must needs have suffered.” Paul 
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preached: the atonement in Thessalonica; 
he never got to it in Athens. This explains 
much. So when he wrote to the Corinth- 
jans (1 Cor. 2:2) he declared, “I deter- 
mined not to know anything among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” 





For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


May 20 ‘to 26 


Mon.—Exodus 12 : 3-11. The Passover Instituted. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The typical nature 
of the paschal lamb is of fundamental in- 
terest since “Christ our passover’” was sac- 
rificed for us. The paschal lamb was 
young, taken from the flock, chosen before- 
hand, shut up that it might be closely ex- 
amined, killed by the people in the place 
where our Lord had put his name, its 
blood shed and sprinkled, not a bone 
broken, and was a remarkable type of 
Christ, “the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” The eating 
of the roasted paschal lamb with bitter 
herbs and unleavened bread symbolized 
their participation in the benefits of Christ 
as Sin-Bearer and Saviour. Pray to be 
full of praise for both your present and 
your future salvation. 


Tues.—Ezekiel 45 : 21-25. The Passover Revived. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Restored. Israel 
will learn of Christ from original, typ- 
ical, Mosaic sacrifices. The Passover 
will be revived, and its deep and won- 
drous meanings learned by God’s ancient, 
chosen people. They will learn about the 


What Is It All About? 


Just the tract tas want—an eight page 
tophnetnn of what it means to be born 
again. By M. D. LATHROP, JR. 

10 cents a dozen—125 for $1.00. 

REVELATION BOOK SERVICE 

1700 Spruce Street hei st Pa. 


PROPHECY 


An accurate Scriptural study. 
Tracing the Messiah through 
the Old and New ‘Testaments. 
Should be in the hands of 
every Bible loving Christian. 


SENT FREE 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 
2248 Westchester Ave., New York City 
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Lamb that was without blemish and. with- 
out spot, chosen of God, and cruelly slain 
in the evening of a never-forgettable day 
at Calvary, and by whose blood théy have 
their redemption, even the forgiveness of 
sins. Pray that you may never have to 
learn with a tear-wet face the lessons which 
you have oft forgotten. 


‘Wed.—Matthew 26 : 17-30. 
The Lord’s Supper Instituted. 
Prayer SuGGEsTIons: The Lord’s Sup- 
per prefigured in the Passover was insti- 
tuted by our Lerd on the night of his be- 
trayal, the object being to set forth until 
he comes the death by which he becomes 
our salvation and our life. Both bread and 
wine are necessary to indicate the separa- 
tion of his blood from his body. It is the 
communion of the body and blood of Christ. 
Self-examination, newness of heart, fellow- 
‘ship with God and with his peopte are pre- 
requisites to partaking of the Lord’s Sup- 
per. Unworthy participation brings both 
condemnation and judgments (1 Cor, 11: 
30). Pray for a fuller. knowledge of the 
way of righteousness, and for grace to ex- 
hibit the same in Christian character. 
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Thurs.—1 Corinthians 11 : 21-29. 
The Lord’s Supper Interpreted. 

Prayer Succestions: The facts as to 
the origin’ of the Lord’s Supper, given to 
Paul by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
reveal the order in which Christians are to 
obserye it. The wondrous significance’ of 
the sacred meal, its proclamation in an 
“action sermon” of the death of Christ for 
us, calls for prayerful examination into our 
spiritual state as preliminary to participa- 
tion. “Let a man examine himself,” not 
that he may refrain, but that he with a 
right spirit may eat and drink worthily. 
Pray to appreciate more fully the privilege 
of participating in the communion of the 
Lord’s Supper. 
Fri.—Luke 22 : 14-23. 

The Lord’s Seppe a Memorial. 

Prayer Succestions: The Lord’s Sup- 
per is a memorial to fix in remembrance 
the death on the cross by which we have 
salvation. The feast helps memory to re- 
tain the fact, and love to respond to the 
act that bought our ransom. As often 
as we eat this bread, and drink this cup we 
memorialize the atoning death of our Lord 
(1 Cor. 11:26). -The memorial feast is 
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For Daily Vacation Bible Schools 


Use “AUNT HATTIE’S BIBLE STORIES” with Foreword by 
Very favorably reviewed by Sunpay ScHOOoL TIMEs, etc. 
These stories include eleven booklets as follows : 

Series I in Genesis: Adam and Noah—Abraham and Isaac—Jacob—Joseph. 

Series II in Exodus: Moses— Plagues and Passover— Sinai —Tabernacle. 

Series IIL: Offerings, Priests and Peoples—Day of Atonement, People, Feasts—The Story of Ruth. 
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Suggested program for entire school sent with every order. 
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given to stir up our recollection, appre- 
ciation, and anticipation of the Redeemer. 
Pray that you may know more fully what 
a treasure he has in you as a redeemed and 
indwelt personality, - 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 10 : 14-22. 
The Lord’s Supper a Communion, 
PraYER Succestions: The communion 
of saints with God, saints in Heaven, and 
with one another is a bliss unutterable. 
On earth with saints communion is found 
in the Lord’s Supper, holy conversation, 
prayer, sympathy, and kindness, mutual 
comfort, and edification, Communion with 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and with 
members of Christ is on the basis of the 
reconciliation of which the communion of 
the Lord’s Supper is a memorial. Pray 
that the Church may today know more of 
the exceeding greatness of the power of 
Christ’s resurrection, 


Sun.—John 6: 47-51. The Bread of Life. 

Prayer Svuccestions: The loaf when 
broken typifies Christ’s body broken in 
death for us. When partaken of, it indi- 
cates the communion of saints.’ Christ 
must be fed upon for pouriabinent and 
strength of soul. He is to be the soul’s 
principal food. “My flesh is meat indeed.” 
Christ is the true manna. “He that eateth 

. shall live by me.” As he lived by the 
Father, so we must live by him. His doc- 
trines instruct us, but only Christ himself 
can satisfy us. Pray that the blessed secret 
strength imparted through the flesh and 
blood of Christ, through meditation, may 
increase in you, 
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